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WILD LIFE (PROTECTION) AMENDMENT BILL

1403 hours
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now, Item No. 24; hon. Minister.
THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE, AND
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV):
Respected Sir, | beg to move:

“That the Bill further to amend the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972

be taken into consideration.”

AT 98Iey, § agos ot IS Ude, 1972 ol JeNeHT & ATf 59 A
o olep] 31T 8| 89 A& 99 1 A HetrHifer YRTIT & fob IR ARBR AT T
ST & e H < P 7T Sial b GRE, IAb ATI-[T 2T Dl a7 FHUT 3R S
fafereretT o <iReToT & fofy O Rich < HfcTeleg 81 9 e T &f T % Heledl IE & fop
HRJ Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora I CITES & A & ST &1 YR 1977 & SIdh J IHBT RF-es 8l
TSI 39 91 T HTareT fehT T T fob ST & et el b 3o aTges ofigth
vere H Ue U1 HfdeToH ST a1feT S IR aRis A CITES & ofiTet Afdeod & Jrgeel
Bl BAR QU ¥ ATgeth TS hIgH -1 3R HecH P GRT SHBT FdTer b ST 8l
lfe TeRISERT AT & &9 & 39 Tae & 3fcvid U {99 otex &l SIS § 3R
CITES & Urae=i &l R Rich A RIS Gfey b IH1 &b 3JepeT a1 Y foel &
Fferfera T &1 3 AT & AT, 89 I8 S & [ 3TN & 9 H ST fa9y ®u
VT TR 8, ST 8 UAITaRuT 31 Sefa Ty o STgdet Tei o, 918 iy T &7 &, fheRis
T 8 &1 IT YT ETa SNl Bl &7 &1l
(1405/SK/RK)

SIS 3fTth ST R AT T fawy &Y I Tareey & erer § R &t fawr
8, 39 HaY H 39 UhN & SIRIT UaTlgs TN &, 89 59 feT & 37N Ik AhATT
P TTIL IR 1Y 81 Heled, <2 H dgd SHel W AeMel Wil 3R Feel Jih
faepfad fopu ST 81 599 ARBR &Y I 31N UfaedT & 3N ARBR JF-1T T& J31
Sft o Aqea # TR BT & BT o forg TRt &1 g SHIfory 9 IR et A wrae
fopaT & fob STHSTICRT THTST &6 @NT, ST URURNTT U & a1 H ¥&d §, 3R 9ef UTdh &
T SHTE T Wl febaT ST &, ST e I7ehT feRITaT Ul 7 & el 81T 8,39 S1h
RT5ed, faey U J G &1 T, U3l & TRITE YR Rl & FRIawT e dTfep IRURTTeT
FHIST & AN T fohdt ThN I IS dehailth T 3TV
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HEIY, BH ST & fop o I I FPIaT BT TREVT 3R S P FF T<I3AT B
RETUT TR FHIST bl ST fHepT €T 8, FHTY A AN bl HISTHE AT T
A I8 T R RIS I 10 FAGAT & A1 TR PRAT 8 85 g I8 W IR-IR
qTSeS AT P Bivhicide o+ § 3 &1 397 fdel P ATegd § 85 dIses THHeT P
SN 3TN IAPT AVSY e T I S9R—T &1 S9b T & TT 89N 9T i
ARG cIeh, AT URURTRAT H BTeft T fIey Hacq 38T 81 T SIAUR P 37 TRIh
I T 81, 39 foer A |feferd o 81

HEIeY, H I18dT § fob 9a H O 397 f9eT U= =i 81 dl <9T &l a7 Sitd ST<3!
I FIET P FREUT & oY 372w HBRIHD GoId 31141 F T o fofy 37 f9eT Pl Rt
PRAT § 3R 37T PRAT § 1 e ATl 8% GRT AT HRA IRDR AR TS 7, I
AT T e Dl FWIHIT et g=aTe]

(3fen)

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY): Motion moved:
“That the Bill further to amend the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972,
be taken into consideration.”
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1407 hours

SHRI PRADYUT BORDOLOI (NOWGONG): Mr. Chairman, Sir, as | rise to speak
on the amendments of the Bill, | would like to put on record my appreciation to the
hon. Speaker of the Lok Sabha, because this is one of the rare Bills that has been
referred to the Standing Committee. Consultation is a very important part of
democracy. In the UPA regime, about 71 per cent Bills were referred to the
Standing Committees for discussion. But unfortunately, that figure has now come
down to 11 per cent. This Bill is one of the rare 11 per cent Bills that were referred
to the Standing Committee. The Standing Committee also has very decisively
recommended a lot of amendments. It is up to the House to accept those
amendments. Having said that, Sir, we very firmly remember one of our
former Prime Ministers who really ushered in the era of conservation of nature in
this country. | would like to remind the House that in 1966, when Shrimati Indira
Gandhi took over as the Prime Minister, she immediately expressed her concern
about the conservation of nature, because immediately after Independence a
number of prime forests were destroyed and cleared for settling the refugees of
partition. Similarly, natural habitats and prime forests, were recklessly destroyed
for making ways for mines, dams, roads, and real estate. That was very
worrisome. Wild animals were killed by anybody having a gun. It was like we were
following the Western culture here. Trade in tiger skin was rampant. So much so,
even in the Chanakya market of Delhi, tiger skins were readily available for
purchase. All these matters made her more worried. Eventually, India hosted the
first IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Conference in 1969.
IUCN expressed its concern over the plight of tigers, elephants, etc.
(1410/PS/MK)

That was the time when Mrs. Indira Gandhi very famously said it in the
conference and | quote:

“We do need foreign exchange but not at the cost of life and liberty of

some of the most beautiful inhabitants of this continent.”

That got the ball rolling and eventually, a taskforce was constituted and that
paved the way for the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972. Maybe, today, this Act is a
little imperfect in many ways but is essentially a very progressive law because this
is the law that actually banned hunting of wild animals and has created and
protected wild life habitats.
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It has allowed our wild treasures to grow, survive, and flourish. This is the
very Act that created parks, sanctuaries, and reserves. This is the Act that set
up the National Board for Wild Life. Subsequently, Project Tiger and Project
Elephant were launched and several rules with regard to different wild life
protected areas were issued. So, this is a very important law and | am very happy
that these particular amendments are brought in. Some of the amendments are,
of course, very necessary. The prominent among them is the prohibition of
renewal of arms licences within a ten-kilometre radius. That is very much
needed. It also seeks to implement CITES. That is very important. | think, itis a
welcome step. It also includes the surrender of wild animals and products,
regulation of invasive plants, and reorganization of Schedules. Those are very
important things.

But having said all these things, | would like to point out the fallacies and
anomalies even in CITES. We all know that CITES actually regulates all the rules
among the member countries with regard to about 38,700 species of wild
animals and plants. But there are also fallacies. | would like to point out that in
Assam we have a plant called ‘Agarwood’. The botanical name of this plant is
‘Aquilaria Malaccensis’. Due to the climatic condition and due to the very
conducive soil condition, the Assam ‘Agarwood’ has got a huge brand equity
world over especially in the Arab and the Middle East countries. But CITES has
included Assam Agarwood in the list. You will be surprised to know that
Agarwood is growing abundantly in the homestead lands. It is not available in
the reserve forests and wild life areas. But Assam Agarwood is grown at the
backyard of the houses and the homestead lands. It is grown all over the place.
But the people and the State are not getting the legitimate and legal
remuneration because of that. You will be surprised to know that Assam
Agarwood is being smuggled out hoodwinking the system because of the CITES
embargo. So, it is very important that these kinds of fallacies should be removed
from CITES. | would like to request the hon. Minister to look into this matter and
arrange to remove the Assam Agarwood from the list of CITES.

Similarly, there are other things like regulation of invasive species, which
is very important because we have to protect the habitats. Take the example of
Kaziranga National Park. This National Park is known world over. The
rhinoceros and other herbivorous animals are dependent on the grasslands.
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But the tea industry, near Kaziranga National Park, at one point of time
had introduced the ‘Mimosa’ plant because Mimosa has got antibacterial
qualities. But Mimosa is very prolific and Mimosa’s invasion is almost on the
verge of killing the grasslands. That is why, the regulation of invasive plants is
very important. If necessary, those invasive plants or weeds should be culled,
eradicated, and removed to protect our wild life.

We are coming to a very sensitive subject called elephants. The Standing
Committee has also asked for a very careful balance between the traditions of
our society and conservation.

(1415/SMN/SJN)

Sir, there are about sixteen States in our country which actually have
habitat of elephants and as per the Wildlife Institute of India data, we have
probably 28000-31000 elephants. But, latest data is not available. That data is
as old as 2012. | also know that your Ministry asked different State Governments
to give the data because we have 30 elephant reserves. Unfortunately, that
information is not available. So, this information should be updated. We have to
know the exact number of elephants that we have in our country.

Sir, having said about tradition and all, elephants actually grow in a
particular habitat. Elephants do not really grow in non-family environment. But
we have record that about 320 elephants were taken out of Assam with
permission on record but we do not know how many elephants have been taken
out from Assam. We are told these elephants are transported to various places
like some temples in South India and a large number of elephants have been
taken to Jamnagar by a prominent industrialist of India.

What | am basically trying to say is that these elephants grow in a
particular environment. A scientific study has to be done to see whether
elephants can survive in a non-family atmosphere and that is very important. It
is because we have human-elephant conflict which is on the rise day by day. A
large number of human, cattle, and crop-loss has been recorded. It is because
of the shrinkage of the natural habitat of the elephants. It is because of the biotic
pressure and it is because of the fragmentation of the reserve forest and
shrinkage. But elephant habitat has to be protected and that is where traditional
knowledge also has to be combined.
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Sir, you would be very surprised to know that the domesticated elephant
is a part of our tradition and that tradition was very good and that elephant
command travelled to Thailand, Cambodia and South East Asia. In the 18"
century, an elephant treatise was compiled in Assam.

It is called Hasti Vidyarnava by Shri Sukumar Barkaith in the 18" century
and it precisely gives how elephants should be preserved, how elephants’
habitat should be protected but in that entire thing, we also have two
domesticated elephants like Mela Shikhar and Khedda Shikhar. Shikhar is a
misnomer. Shikhar does not mean that elephant hunting takes place but it
actually creates a data. It also tries to minimise the human-elephant conflict but
that has been eradicated, that has been uplifted. So, that is why, it is very
important that traditional knowledge should be combined to have present day
managerial practices of wildlife.

Thank you, Sir.

(ends)
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1418 hours
SHRI KIRTI VARDHAN SINGH (GONDA): Sir, | would like to express my
gratitude for allowing me to speak in support of this very important Bill.

Sir, it is a matter of grave concern that environment has been deteriorating
at a very alarming rate and we have been experiencing in the past decades a
spate of natural disasters which are due to the climate change that is being
caused.

Sir, it is also a matter of pride for us that under the effective leadership of
our Prime Minister, our Government has undertaken a wide range of mitigation
and adaptation measures and India is now leading the world in this fight to save
the environment.

Sir, we are also learning that along with the reduction of greenhouses and
other pollutants, it is the conservation of our precious wildlife of flora and fauna
and the health of our ecosystem which play a vital role in the preservation of
environment. Sir, it is a fact that nature does not have any political boundaries.
Held, oid STo1 It ﬁ' hRIC NGNS %, Fﬁ SHDT gthdc gHIR HISY-XC alNSN K4
ST 81 So, it is the collective responsibility of all Governments to take preventive

measures for the protection of the ecosystem. It is the existing interdependence
of the species for the mutual survival and the continuity of the chain which is vital
for our environment and it is important to maintain these linkages. There are
various examples of how the destruction of just one species has disturbed the
ecological balance of the entire region.

(1420/SNB/YSH)

Sir, it has taken millions and millions of years for nature to achieve this
perfect balance. But sad to say, our humankind, our human history, which is only
two hundred thousand to three hundred thousand years old, has emerged as
the prime disrupter of this balance. We are paying a very heavy price for it. But
it is also a matter of great concern that &1 @I & Sif RITR STHRR SUMSEE)

fopaeit &t TS O e BT, S9! 89 3T draicithls Hal PN et &1 It runs into

billions and billions of dollars. Nobody knows what will happen in the future.

It is with a great deal of foresight that our Parliament had passed the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 which basically provides the legal framework for
the protection of various species of wild life, wild animals and management of
the habitat and regulation and control of trade of wild life and wild life products.
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The Forty-second Constitutional Amendment, 1976 further shifted the
subject of protection of wildlife and birds from the State List to the Seventh
Schedule in the Concurrent List. Today one of the major threats to wild life is
illegal trade about which the former speaker mentioned. This illegal trade is
mainly due to many superstitious beliefs. TR & & TIFT DI BSISAT 37T ATSAT
3R U1l & it ST 81 3ATST 89R TR 3R &7 fieged) o= agd feqis 4 &l
WW%WW%@E‘#%‘I There are many other forest products. In the
greater Himalayan region, there are a variety of mushrooms which are smuggled
out of the country illegally.

The CITES — the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora is in force since 1975 and it actually regulates
the trade in over 38700 species of wild animals and plants. One of the
requirements of this Convention is this that all member-countries take
appropriate measures to enforce its provisions and prohibit trade in violation of
its provisions. We became a party to this Convention in 1976 and as our hon.
Minister informed us India has been implementing the various provisions of
CITES through the Customs Act of 1962, the Foreign Trade Act, The EXIM policy
and the Wild Life Protection Act of 1972. But, however, the Standing Committee
of CITES found certain gaps in the implementation of these provisions. One of
the serious repercussions of this is that a recommendation was passed with
respect to India to prohibit trade in the CITES listed species.

Sir, India has considerable exports of such species, such as Agarwood,
Red Sanders, medicinal and aromatic plants, wood and other wood products.
This recommendation would have an adverse impact on our exports and also
on the livelihood of lakhs of people who are engaged in such agro-forestry and
similar activities. Of course, a majority of people engaged in such activities are
generally the tribal people, the village communities which also constitute a large
percentage of economically and socially marginalised sections of our population.
It was the main concern of our Government which has prompted this Wild Life
Protection Bill of 2021. This proposes to amend the Wild Life Protection Act,
1972 so as to incorporate these necessary changes for effective implementation
of the CITES provision.
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With this, there are many other relevant amendments that also have been
added. The first is the amendment to the Preamble. Today the question of
protection of wild life has acquired a much wider spectrum. Apart from hunting
and killing, we also have to focus on protecting the habitats, ensuring of natural
fodder, management of forest, and curbing of illegal trade and wildlife. These
broader actions are required today to ensure the ecological and environmental
security of our country. Therefore, the Preamble of the Act is proposed to be
amended and the words, "protection of wild animals, birds and plants’ have been
substituted by the words ‘conservation, protection, and management and
Protection of wild life’.

Another important proposal in this amendment is that till now the
endangered and the protected species which are placed in the Sixth Schedule
was not very clear in the principal Act. The list of protected and endangered
species now have been placed in four Schedules -- Schedules | and Il are for
the protected and endangered animal species; Schedule Il includes the
specified plants; and Schedule |V lists all the species specified by the CITES.
The Government has also added a new Chapter VB in the Act for the regulation
of trade of endangered species of wild fauna and flora. As per this proposal, an
Additional Director General of Forest will be appointed as the management
authority who will be responsible for the issuance of all permits and certificates
for trade in the Scheduled specimen.

(1425/RU/SPS)

Sir, it is proposed that the Central Government shall designate one or
more institutes as scientific authority engaged in research on species. These
bodies with experts in various species shall advise the management authority in
matters referred to it and also help to monitor the export permits granted for
species listed in Appendix-Il of Schedule IV.

Today, when we talk about invasive species, there are two prime
examples which | want to place before the House. One is the water hyacinth.
This was a plant brought into India in the 18" century from South America by
Lady Hastings. Its purple flowers are beautiful and that was the reason that plant
was introduced in India. 31T IR RNTaHT off STTETAR 1a~T €, ST Bt RexT €, they
are being choked by his plant and it is destroying our fresh water eco-system.
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Similarly, the lantana weed which was also brought in by the British is
overrunning all our forests and almost 40 per cent of our tiger reserves are being
covered by this weed. It is destroying the natural fodder and also affecting

agriculture in the Deccan area. 3151 8R! f$IR Tefie & 3 ot efdarsy €, Rrar
“TERel thie fHeTdT T, 319 I8 T 7 Ter & feT 8l

Sir, the National Biodiversity Authority has identified 117 invasive species
in India which are posing as a major threat to biological diversity in seven out of
the ten bio-geographic zones of our country. So, it is very important that these
invasive species are curbed and this amendment will go a long way in helping
us to manage these weeds.

The new Section 62A in the Bill proposes to empower the Central
Government to regulate or prohibit import, trade, possession or proliferation of
invasive alien species which are not native to India and whose introduction may
pose a threat to wild life or habitat in India.

Sir, along with this, attention has also to be paid that, India being such a
large country, we have very differentiated ecological zones with different
climates and geography. We have to be careful about introducing species which
are native to our country but can be alien to the different bio zones of our own
country. One of the recent examples is, spotted deer, the Asiatic lion and even
elephants that have been introduced in the islands of Andamans and Nicobar
and now, they are proven to be destroying the ecology of those islands. So,
attention has to be paid and only with careful study, we can transport one
species from one part of the country to the other part.

Sir, there have always been village communities and forest tribes living
either in the forests or around the forests and they are always dependent on the
forest produce and other activities for their livelihood. T3, IHNAT IRT ?f, IR
IPT iex A1V, WM g9 & {0 SAh<! AT I TR, the forests are the only
place where they could go.

Section 29 of the Act amends the earlier provisions and now ensures that
such bonafide use of forest resources by the local communities shall not attract
any penal action. This is a very welcome step which will prevent undue
harassment of such forest communities from local authorities and | want to thank
the hon. Minister for bringing this amendment.
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Simultaneously, to discourage any breaking of rules and violation of
the provisions of the Act, monetary penalties are also being proposed to be
increased. Certain other important amendments have been proposed for
better management of the protected areas. In particular, the requirement of
a management plan for sanctuaries and national parks has been prepared
in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Central Government.

Sir, management of forests is another very important aspect of wild
life conservation. It includes population census of animals, eradication of
alien plants, adequate presence of green fodder for herbivores, and required
foliage density as well as conditions of water bodies and streams.

Sir, the Wildlife Institute of India is one of the premier institutes
specially in regard to tiger conservation and such bodies will now have an
increasing role to play in the proper and effective management of our forests
and wild life.

A new Section 62B has also been inserted and this proposes to
empower the Central Government to call for any information or report from
a State Government or any such other agency and also issue directions for
the effective implementation of the provisions of this Act.

(1430/SM/RAJ)

This will help to effectively manage and monitor all such conservation
activities that will be going on in our country.

Sir, the concept of conservation of forests has always been a part of
our ancient culture and heritage. Sustainability was ingrained in the thought
process of early Indians since the time of Vedas. Forest at that time was
divided into three categories, namely Mahavan, which was the great forest
reserve and today, we have more than 100 such reserves in our country.
Srivan was forest produce essential for the livelihood of human beings and
livestock. Today, our country produces an exhaustive range of forest
produce such as, timber, sandalwood, plywood, kendu leaves, bamboo, sal
seed, honey, medicinal plants, rubber, cashew and spices.
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Sir, the third category in the ancient times was Tapovan, where the
sages resided and no animals or trees could be harmed. Today, these are
our natural sanctuaries.

Sir, | am proud to say that under the able leadership of our hon. Prime
Minister, we are gradually reviving our glorious past and culture. This Bill will
prove to be another important step in that direction.

| mentioned earlier that we are leading the world in fighting to protect
the environment and the enactment of this Bill will put in the forefront of the
battle to save the ecosystem of our planet. | would like to congratulate the
hon. Minister for the introduction of this Bill which not only fulfils the
provisions of the CITES but also covers all aspects of conservation,
protection and management of wild life in our country. Thank you.

(ends)
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1432 hours

SHRI A. RAJA (NILGIRIS): Thank you, hon. Chairman, Sir for giving me this
opportunity to comment on the Bill, namely, the Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill, 2021.

Sir, way back in 1972, the parent Act, Wild Life Protection Act, came into
existence for three comprehensive reasons, namely, for protection of wild life,
management of habitats and the regulation of trade of animals.

In the year 1973 and 1979, by virtue of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, party countries like India
were pushed to enact some amendments in the respective laws. Accordingly,
the hon. Minister is bringing in this law before the Parliament.

Sir, the attempt that has been made by the hon. Minister is honest,
commendable and laudable. | know that he is a learned man. His prowess
cannot be questioned. The measure is still putting so many question marks on
whether the deliverance is going to happen or not.

Sir, let us holistically weigh the attempt that has been made by the
Government irrespective of the measures individually taken by the hon. Minister
by piloting this Bill. | want to address a few things on legal issues and the role of
the States.

The hon. Minister is solely relying on the Conventions which were held in
1973 and 1979. As a signatory to the Convention, you want to bring this law. But
forest is maintained by the State. You are brining in a major amendment. A new
chapter 5B has been brought in. Through this chapter, you want to give two new
measures. One is structural changes in the system and the other measure is
regulatory mechanism.

Coming to the structural issue, by inserting new Sections, 49D, 49E, 49F
and 49G, two authorities are going to be constituted. There is a National Board
of Wildlife, headed by the Prime Minister. The Vice Chairman of this Board is the
hon. Minister. Similarly, you constitute the State Board. During my tenure, we
created the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau.

(1435/KKD/VB)

During my tenure, we created the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau where
my leader, Shri T.R. Baalu was the Minister. He initiated the National Forest
Policy. It was completed during my tenure.
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These two measures are very significant for the Department to address
all the issues irrespective of this piece of legislation

Sir, coming to the Act, when you are injecting a new provision in the name
of a new Chapter, there will be a Management Authority in addition to the
National Board and in addition to the State Board, where the Prime Minister and
Chief Ministers are all Members there. It is working properly. But you want to
create a Management Authority. Then, under the Management Authority, who
is the Additional DG of the Forest?

Then, you are creating a new body called the ‘Scientific Authority’. What
is the role of the Scientific Authority? The Scientific Authority involves private
people, may be NGOs or experts. | do agree with the intention of the hon.
Minister. But this Scientific Advisory will advise the Management Authority. In
turn, the Management Authority and everything will be working under the
statutory body, namely, the National Wildlife Board and State Board.

Sir, here you are creating two new authorities. Since the forest is being
maintained by the States, is it not your duty to bring the role of the State
Governments, at least, in the name of the District Forest Officers? There is no
such role at all. You just want to satisfy the Convention of the International
Trade. But where is your Range Officer? Where is your DFO? You may ignore
the Ministry. Some of the Ministers may not be in line with the political colour,
but the Government is Government. Now, you are creating two segregations.
There is Schedule |, II, Il and V. Now, animals are separate. Among the
animals, you have divided them into two categories. Then, there is grass, and
vegetables. | thank, it is not in line of religion. At last, | am satisfied here as
there is no saffron colour for this Billl But in spite of that, it has been divided.

Please apprise me: what is the role of the Management Authority and the
Scientific Authority?

| want to mention one more thing. When you are creating two bodies
under this Act in order to satisfy the International Community, let me say -- it is
as per my sources --that after 2014, the National Board for Wildlife which is
headed by the Prime Minister, where you, Mr. Minister, are sitting as a Vice-
Chairman, has not been convened. Ever since 2014, it has not been created.
In 2014, the last meeting was convened. But it has to be convened every year.
From 2014, we are now, in 2022.
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For almost eight years, you did not bother about the wildlife at all. Now,
suddenly you are bringing this Bill saying that you want two more Committees.

The numerical strength of the Committees will not give you any remedy
when you are sitting without any action, | mean, inaction. So, what is the role of
the State Governments?

Sir, coming to the classification of the animals, to protect them, there are
penal provisions.

As regards regulatory measures, the existing Act says that ‘the Central
Government can issue notification declaring a species as vermin so long as that
species is not listed in Schedule | or Part Il of Schedule Il.” Now, you have shifted
to Scheduled Il. It can be declared as vermin.

A major decision is going to be taken by the Government by virtue of this
Bill. So, you are classifying that this is vermin and this is not vermin. | would
like to know whether this decision was taken after the due consultation with the
State Governments. How can you say that it is vermin or not unless and until
the State Governments’ comments are taken into consideration? Even in the
Objects and Reasons of the Bill, this point is completely silent. It will be very
dangerous. When you are declaring a species as vermin without the
consultation of the State Governments, what would be the proliferations of one
species or destruction of another species? It is a very dangerous provision,
which you have to reconsider.

Sir, let me come to Section 62A and 62B.

Section 62A(1) says:

“The Central Government may, by notification, regulate

or prohibit the import, trade, possession or proliferation

of invasive alien species which pose a threat to the wild

life or habitat in India.”

(1440/RP/PC)

So, you are having the right to give direction. You have the right to
regulate, prohibit, import, trade, possession, proliferation with regard to invasive
alien species. | would like to know whether there is any clause with regard to
domestic invasive species or alien invasive species. Is there any study being
conducted or not?
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Without any valid and scientific biological study, how can omnipotent
powers be conferred on the Central Government through this Act without
consulting the State Government?

Now, | am coming to 62(b) which says: “Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Act, the Central Government may call for any information or
report from a State Government or any such other agency or body or issue any
direction to a State Government...” So, you are making the law yourselves
without consulting the States but thereafter, having enacted, you are going to
receive the information from the States. What is this? Before tying the cattle,
you have to do everything. Without cattle, you are doing everything and you
want to bring the cattle. It will not work. So, what | am telling you is this. With
due respect to the Government and the hon. Minister, your attempt is honest but
this attempt will not give any legislative productivity. It is going to fail. That is
why, | am telling you that if the Government really wants to fulfil the
commitments, they should pay attention to fill up these gaps when they are
making rules or delegating powers to the States. They should find out the ways
by which it can be coordinated with this Act. Unless and until this was done, this
Bill is going to be failed. | respect you and your knowledge. In spite of that, very
poor exercise has been done by the Government. It cannot be accepted. Please
revisit this Bill.

Thank you.

(ends)
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SHRIMATI APARUPA PODDAR (ARAMBAGH): Thank you, Sir, for allowing me
to speak on the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021. | also thank my
party for giving me this opportunity.

The Act also lists schedules of plants and animals that are afforded
various degrees of protection and monitoring by the Government. Today,
through this Bill, this Act will be amended after 16 years. | welcome this step.
The most important reason given by the Environment Ministry for introducing the
Bill was the urgent need to provide legislative backing to commitments made by
India over the past many years to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, a multilateral treaty to protect
endangered plants and animals that came into force in 1975.

Now, | would like to discuss about the provisions of the Bill. The Bill seeks
to implement provisions of Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. The Bill provides powers to the Central
Government to designate a Management Authority, which grants export or
import permits for trade of specimens. The Bill prohibits any person from
modifying or removing the identification mark of the specimen. Currently, the
Act has six schedules for specially protected plants, specially protected animals,
and vermin species. The Bill reduces the total number of schedules to four.

The Bill empowers the Central Government to regulate or prohibit the
import, trade, possession or proliferation of invasive alien species. Invasive alien
species refers to plant or animal species which are not native to India and whose
introduction may adversely impact wildlife or its habitat. The Central Government
may authorize an officer to seize and dispose the invasive species.

Sir, through you, | would like to draw the attention of the Minister that our
State of West Bengal has border areas of dense forest with our neighbouring
country Bangladesh. We have witnessed rising case of smuggling of Kangaroo
a few days ago in Jalpaiguri forest. The Forest Department has seized it. The
Kangaroos are the exotic species to India and they do not natively belong here.
They struggle to adopt to this new eco-system and are mostly unsuccessful.
They also carry the risk of disease that the native species might not have
resistance. It is a very serious and alarming concern. The Central Government
should take a note of it and such border areas should be freezed.
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The Act entrusts the Chief Wild Life Warden to control, manage and
maintain all the sanctuaries in a State. The Chief Wild Life Warden is appointed
by the State Government. The Bill specifies that the actions of the Chief Warden
must be in accordance with the management plans for the sanctuary. For
sanctuaries falling under special areas, the management plan must be prepared
after due consultation with the Gram Sabha concerned.

Sir, West Bengal has six national parks and sixteen wild life sanctuaries.
The latest notified sanctuary of West Bengal is the Pakhibitan Wild Life
Sanctuary located in Jalpaiguri district which is of 14.09 square kilometres.

Sir, in West Bengal, our Government has also successfully done the
sustained efforts to build awareness among the people which led to drop in
ritualistic hunting by 95 per cent.

The Bill provides for any person to voluntarily surrender any captive
animals or animal products to the Chief Wild Life Warden. No compensation will
be paid to the person for surrendering such items. The surrendered items
become the property of the State Government.

Sir, through you, | would like to give some observations and suggestions
to the hon. Minister, and | hope, he will answer to my queries on this Bill.

The Parliamentary Committee recommended the deletion of this
exemption clause for elephants and argued that a careful balance between
traditions and conservation was needed. The Bill empowers the Government to
have arbitrary powers to declare species as ‘vermin’. Moreover, the Bill moots a
reduction in the role of the State Wild Life Boards. These are the bodies which
are crucial in determining the fate of large projects involving forests or protected
areas in the States. Finally, the Bill loses the provisions of transporting the
elephants which is likely to encourage illegal trade in wild elephants.

Sir, the Bill fails to address the human-animal conflict. There is a need to
constitute Human-Animal Conflict Advisory Committee, headed by the Chief
Wild Life Warden to suggest mitigation strategies such as changing of cropping
patterns and drawing up site-specific plans.
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Sir, the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 specially prohibits trade in wild
animals including captive and wild elephants. Under Sections 40 and 43 of the
law, transfer, acquiring and receiving of a live captive elephant is permissible
only with the prior approval of the Chief Wild Life Warden. However, such
transfer, acquisition, and receiving of the elephants should not involve any
commercial transaction.

Sir, the Bill introduces a new sub-section 4 to Section 43 that takes away
the protection from trade in them. The House Panel Report has recommended
the deletion of the clause and provided an explanation of provisions for transport
of captive elephants. It underlined that the Bill also has the provisions of
excessive delegation and unrestricted power of the Central Government. |
repeat, the Bill also has the provisions of excessive delegation and unrestricted
power of the Central Government.

Tafer S, IS IR 1R deer TaHe & gTer § B8R dl o IRBR BT & T

Hdcld X8 SITUM? So, | would request the hon. Minister to take note of my

suggestions as well as the suggestions given by the environmental experts and
the Parliamentary Standing Committee. With these words, | conclude. Thank
you.

(ends)

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY): Hon. Members, kindly
avoid talking loudly because it might disturb the Members who are delivering
their speeches. ... (Interruptions)

Now, Shri Kuruva Gorantla Madhav.
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SHRI KURUVA GORANTLA MADHAYV (HINDUPUR): Thank you, Chairman, Sir,
for giving me the opportunity to address this House today and speak on such an
important Bill.

It is our collective responsibility to protect the environment which is
essential for the very survival of flora and fauna. This environment has been
passed on to us by hundreds and thousands of our earlier generations, and we
have to pass on the same to the next generations. In this light, the Bill intends
to protect the wildlife and balance the ecosystem. The proposed Bill seeks to
amend the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and is needed more now than ever with
the environmental change world is undergoing. | commend the Government for
its insight in helping us move forward and protect our natural habitats and
species in the best possible manner. With regard to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), |
would like to begin by stating that India has a rich natural heritage, both in
species and fauna, that has been exploited in the past. The provisions within the
Bill to implement CITES, an international commitment to ensure that the trade of
endangered species is fair and does not harm them, is a much-needed step to
preserve our heritage. The Bill lays out a detailed methodology as to how to
implement CITES, and this will ensure that the implementation is smooth and
effective without unnecessary hurdles and middlemen.

Secondly, the Bill also proposes for creation of a Management Committee
to ensure that registration certificates are provided to those dealing with
endangered specimens. This is an important mechanism to prevent harmful
elements from abusing our natural wealth. Such a step will ensure that whoever
deals with a scheduled specimen reports the details of the same to the
Committee.

Sir, the third point is with regard to the appointment of a Chief Wildlife
Warden. The appointment of the Chief Wildlife Warden will help preserve our
sanctuaries better. The warden will serve as the voice of authority and make a
single office responsible for efficient conservation allowing the disposal of
outdated administrative obstacles. Additionally, allowing the appointment to be
decided by States is an important step that respects the principles of federalism
this country was built on.
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That being said, | have a few reservations about the Bill that | would like
to bring to your notice. First is with regard to the invasive alien species. The Bill
introduces the concept of invasive alien species, which is commendable. But the
definition of species, as per the Bill, ‘which is not native to India’ is not the correct
scientific definition.

Sir, the Bill also enables the bona fide use of drinking and household water
by local communities. However, the bona fide use of this water should be
recorded within the management plan of the sanctuary as it is also used by wild
animals and forms a habitat for fish. To ensure that the environmental
ecosystem works in harmony, the record of the bona fide rights should be a legal
necessity.

Sir, traditionally, the declaration of a wild animal as vermin, has been done
without any scientific assessment or study, and in the case of the Bill, it would
now mean that species such as Striped Hyena, Indian Fox, Bengal Fox etc.,
could be declared as vermin very easily. This would have far-reaching
consequences for the environmental ecosystem, and may result in an
imbalance. It could also affect other endangered species, who would be harmed
due to the traps set out for hunting and sale of vermin. | would, therefore, request
the Government to consider both these suggestions.

Sir, having laid out these points, | come to the conclusion of the Bill. The
overall sentiment and direction of the Bill is something that no well-wisher of
India can deny. | hope that the Centre is able to bring greater clarity on the points
| mentioned so that we may have a strong legal framework for protection of our
wildlife. Thank you.

(ends)
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(1455/CS/SAN)
1455 89T
Y TG AL ATl (TFa1S RI0T-7e7): Fely, g=ael

T, & 3o eI AT et R Y dRB J a7 ST FRefT Jrfif
(FLTeT) fI8es 2021 T FHI BRAT 8| UIRT HTel Ugel aofa H AT a7 Siid FRETT
I, 1972 319 e s IR H2ATEH §U &l T8 ATSal GG $9 B[ § JIdd &l
T ST U TRl bl SHHT USATTT &b SORTSEIY SR UR a2 (haI2rT 37T
ST TS 3 SIS TR i dTses BIFT U8 FaR-ARIECISU) &l Udh
TeTehR B & AT 3 JBd¥ [ehIT=aa e BT INBR BT 32 21 Ig [Aed a7
Stat 3R geRafcrat Y JaIT STl & SRS &R W =42 (CITES) &
T T TR BR T JRIT Rl &1 T8 Ueb ARTEIT PR 8l Jeet@1d & fob 1972
& Hol DI H ST8T AH URTE/ IJectei B 1T STaT SH BT IhH 25 EfR Uy ot
S TR 3N U IR BUY e I (AT T 81 Tl I BT A IRA&T = Sfiar &
RIeTTth §U 3TURTY AT IJecie & oY Ugel STal A bl 3T 10,000 29T off S
TR 319 25,000 TR R ST AT Bl AHSIR USRI BT 1d TR ARSI
TR OX T JHT UR &1 T8 81 39 doeile & ST § grev-ic U TR BT A
T T&T &1 37 AV eI b SHIeT AT gre¥Ic Bl "TTgax TURTET Pt Avi § G
TU 3 JRITTTT F UTTeT =T A1V ATZER hISH DI oY SHH oMMfHST AT AR, T8
ENAREICE]

HEIGY, HHCUET 3R JHITRT HSTICRIT e ofehR SRINFEINS ATt =Y cloford
(DRI) &T a9 2019-20 &Y RAIE § off 57 get 3 PRGN WX R=idT Siars R 81 59
RareE 7 oft e 77 8 foh IRA & I8 A It I §¢ 8T & iR S dciel deAT Alfey]

HEIY, SURT e 39 P & Jed TR a2 Stal, gferi 3R aredl & forg
ﬁafﬁaw%aﬁaﬁwaﬂﬁwé ST 39 NG T G $IR g gt
aﬁaaaﬁw%‘mgrwﬁaﬁ?aq‘zmsﬁgqﬂaﬁwﬁmwaﬂﬂﬁ1 3R 3R g
2 % AT 1 & T TRl & SIRgE I, 1, 11 F IV H Qfet SoTicrit & for wveror
3R I & & ol FeT-37eTT &< faum Hise o, 578 31/ Pbaef al -l §
eciet T ST R&T 81 I8 9gd &1 ARS8 SRl § IRTfdd geeTdl bl T 3R
URET ST T SRav &l

AeIey, "greft Rt ar gTeft PIRSI &1 b T8l BT Ul AT ST UTH 8
g, ST CTeTR e T 21 g1eft & qaiiamat o forq et e fobarm &1 18l 1T &1 srelt -Ae
5a 1l I8! SAThT H 9¢ I8 &, S8l SIh 11 IRAT H TS @IS &f T & AT I7h
afiie qafarT & el TR BEBTS & ol
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“grell RoTd T BTl DINSRT BT Step I&T BT Ufd=aT AT SIS < &t
VoY &, N TSR RoTd bl 81 599¢h folU AR bl 9F N H UTTLT et
bl SR 8l g7 Siig FRETUT 3R AT JTTEDBRI b dld gHLIT TExT a1
R8T 8| IR HIICT BT, 2006 PTGl o aTell § g S AREUTe]
B! A 378H qHeT TS offl I 37T T SRR & d8d A fohy ST 38
DRI BT &= Silal 3R SiTeT D T ST GRT HF T &1 39 e §
IATTRIBR A=A BT, 2006 T ST Dl FBR Bl §Y IIRVY &A1 H
ot fearT-fFeieT & STIRTR Y8 ITSiT a1 THY & SRR AT T
BT T R U HETIT I AT A GRSl forim ST S1fHem a7 i &
gTeTiich I8 UTaeT ay 2013 H g Fee= H | A1fiieT o, @ifdhT aT 3RR
fegetTs Tl feam g STerer el TTTe feharT ST =mfey|

HEIGY, I SIBR AT Bl Dl GRT 4 AT UTdh d SRRV DY
AT H FaRRE SR SIS 3R 3 WRURTIT TR b BRI
HIAT < 8U ERT 4 (2) () 39 T2 Bl LA T & fob Jia TRl a
GRITERUT b &ffe “HE-3TReTed S Yfchgeh fdehed Iuetey &1 &
(1500/KN/SNT)

3 T & g &1 H araRe el & JaRT a G & forg
TG by 10 €1 &RT 4(3) H & 77 yraeg § I8 o wuw fhar R g e &
STRePIR chefel 99 3Tet U o ST feb QY SFrsATiert, STofTier Seer At 3
URURFT & FamRiadl =7 13 favfaR, 2005 A g& & fH 31T H off 8l I8
999 T T Ueb HE<IYUT UG8 &, ST 5 Tefcthed! el HT & Rl &, Forae
IS AT 75 ATell I g YH UR BIfEST 81 ST THTT AT 81T

IE U WITANY hed 8l Heled, 39 TIRT 1Y 3R ARTE1T Uget &
TR g HeMfed T E § g ifeweur & o7y sfiufafies B,
1984 BT JfH 3o, TAARI 3R JAAaCITTT § Ifr Ufcreny 3R g
BT AYBR B, 2013 DT HT IS 71T Bl
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HEIGY, 3R U AT I 3MTUPR FFIAT BFLH, 2006 31R T 375,
G 3R grediavera § 3o Ufcier 3R URERIT &1 3fEbR B,
2013 T IRIRUY 3R ISR UTeh &A1 H AT fehalT ST 8, e el 71 o I8
ORURTIT 60 A SiTell H T SNfeariY a 3 WRuRE el & fod §
BINTI $99h IR H TRDR I AT MBI 379 Teb 371 &A1 H I TS| ! bt
YAt 1R JeaReIy &1 U & HIFT T & 3R $9b forg ot 978 Ueped
Aebe Yol & B H AT ST 38T oMl I IR Ufiepy I dfeied <@ T ol
QlfehT $¥F DI DT T~ Siie GRETV BT H T [ S & 918 7 G|
Dl o} 319 39 SRR H R—IT I7 JehdT 8l

HEIGY, Teha Uchol & SRl TeH b ST A1y 3R af 2013 H u1Rd
U I P eI Iferct HTehR T 3fTehete dheh TUT cavell g faer-feraer
ITY ST A1RYI B P T TS ASCT FF S d1S bl Tl UR Y I+
Ste d1S &Y TRETSN H ATl daclld 39 JAfARH P 7l § Y 1Y &l
319 b T8 AT Tl 317 & off fob 39 IS & reger AT P G&IHAT 8l
o, oifchel 39 FATE & ST 31 JEIHAT DT 39 JfHepT I FTeR P fadm 1T
gl

3T 3 IILAT H I o1 T SHBT el a7 fIT TRAT 81§ ATeT &Y
TP ST Bl T DI o dob JIdT - fam 77 81 F 71 5341 ol
fReFdRee AT @18 § 1o a1 H3T T a7 Siig dke T 3TeT& JIY S T H
TN PRAT 8, olfchT SIl ek TEAT & &, I AT Pl &4 7 PRl Y IGH
SITST TRET HRAT ATMRT TS Dl S3dh Tegl-sleal BIFT AT SIS BT 91 REqRT
g 3R 3% IR # ST fSRIS AT diferd €, SADT Sftcemice™ 8MT AUl
# g He<aqu farereh 2T fthy Uep IR FHe Rl &) &-IdTe

(gfer)
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1503 &

A AT PHAR (AP TIR): THYIT TEIGY, T Siid TRETUT FAE ferie, 2021
R 319 q7 dlcT T HIehT T, g9 foTq H 3TUehT q8<-98< gIaTe el §| Heled,
g ST 216 BT e HY A IUANT 3 UTepfcied G & U ST dTed febedt o=y
g, Uall, STt a1 Tfefld gt & fo1q fopam ST 8

HEIe, AR a= STId ARE0T A, 1972  uTie o o, Ry
=g ST & 1Y PR ToAT Idh Be-A1 3N WIeT & IR TN b T I Tpl
S G 2003 H N febar 7T 3R BT TH ARG g7 Siig FRE0T (FLMTr)
ST, 2002 I3IT AT =T GERT & T, SRR AR urer 3iR ug] Fenfoy
I SITRAT T TATIHT T 7 ISATHN a?rqwsarf\ﬁb‘r\’aﬁqﬁé’ﬁﬁ?wﬁ?ao‘l:ﬁr
AT 31 T8 ST S SIHERT, ey 3iR Uil PT AREMT UG vl 8l Jaled,
T ST HRETUT FRATET AR, 2022 Y a1 X Al T8 I3 & o fopeqed! IRaT,
feerepT HRETUT 3R febeepT yeer?

HEISY, T Aol Ul doja H 31U &= Sil HREIV I, 1972 H 37 ¢Iep ATaal
g 9 I H URATfAd 81 399 Ugel 99 1982, 1986, 1991, 1993, 2002, 2008,
2013 3R 2021 H HMGT &1 b & 3R 379 37 T ALMGT DT AT 37 TS
8l Jol ©U F oI YT TSITfrdl & SR WR Ueb ARSI FFHer &l 3T 3R
OSTRAl & foTg 7S SISl T TR BRAT T Hhwis 8l adife | 2019-20 H
SIS 31Tt ¥ Scforoid = |l 39 9 378 PRITR TR ficll Siars off
(1505/GG/SRG)

I8 fA8Te B & JAcic TRIRIT TSI Dl @ TR = Sl oIT e fery
I HPTIET USRI & FRISCIT TR W i H-aAeRT Bl AN HR DT IR
AT &1 foeRIep ol qeed fARINaran H U W1gcd, TRBRI P sidl b RIS AT &
ST I8 GAHT Bl & 6 g IIfoRaT 3iR diell & AT o RIS IR J I
YSIfRIT & 3R UR IS WGaRT &l 8NTT a2 P dad T4 90T ¥ I8 ufdrd & f
I RIAE P IRY T Fellag FAT b ATIR BT el PN TAT b ATIR & forg Fafe
T AT WIS < o foTu s Teb T TTTRIep_ur A1 R Aepall 1 et fobedl ot
Ifch T UET UTRIRUT GIRT 1Y TTQ T & Uga <78 ol HLEIT e IT 8
RIepdlT & 3R SR STFaRT & ST T G dlel U fth I UoiepRUT HFHT0T
S HTH =1 81T sk Uh IR I SiTa AT &l g fch T, it e 3 IeieT & folg
3T BT FATIRIT Rl & AT Tl S AT T PHH BY A TR PRl Bl
IeTe b HTel H 3TTAGd P USIIehRUT Bl RATDR R AT Ig PR DT AMIBR I 2
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1T GHIIRT HEIed, 9 AU 4 H a=-Sfiae GRET0T G2Ne (8 bl =l 5 7T of
Y& §| AR ¢l THT & ATeHIfepTR & JAcRTel dieH bR T AR &1 fI8R 53 BT gebedlall
STl 3TWIIRUT 880 & fehel e & 3fereh & # thel 81 T8 U8R & et a- & T A FST T
81 ATeHI TR TS STRIRYT  IFTERY, Uall, ARG, ST Ud Ul o JebR 81 J&eid Hid 3R
STeTdTyg UIRaci Pl €T H I &R SIHER] T I IRaU Qlet o fo1q i IuRT & a1fe, oy
o STeTarg uivac 8 0 Y I g &l aReci & SR H S @ Hebl STeR] Pl al &Ry 9
TR SRIRIT A it Rl §Y, T R Po UATa] Bl BIS P, [T & gRT Hf I IR
P! Wi ferT sRa 81 et afi= TRl o forg e Qregel AT & foru Ues =1T Qg AfHferd
PR 81 el 7 ST T o Tael 131 TERT, 112 Uall, 43 TG, 26 I8ferdl, 63 HIS, 338
T 1R ST & & T8 41 THERY, 864 Uall, 12 FIGU, 58 Pl AleTeD Pl Al Jellag fbar
T 81 T o foTU Ueb 3fefT HebR bl ellag &l
fereRIeh e T IR ob H [+TaTAT T8, 3TTshTTeh faweflt ISTerdl & TN, STUR, dheal
IT JAR BT FRIBKT R AT TR - T SAfRPR T 81 13T o AeATal, s |l T TR0
RoTd T STTRRGIT R FehclT & - ISERT ITFI SR STRIRTAT A FS &F H| eI, &g < areil
91 g & fob TR a7 STl GRT ARV & FS geTTeb § HIMG 3R 37 SHia ehl FRarm &
A SRR &1 AR llep GHT &, dTedif R § 31U & g Sl WY & &Ter & gl §RT
ERIATRIAT TR BT febalT STTTT € 3R 9 &%l H o @Il bt gure eg T &1 9Tt 8 T Braf Bl
EI H G R GG PR DI SR 81 q1G P fadAl § a+ S el 3R STeT b Al b IRy Y
RETTeft 3! 5 31T ST & 3R AR GRT WRBIR Dl T < PR o AU T ST &1 D1g T fch
BT A Tt o ST SITHaRT AT Ug] SeUTGT T % g Siae arsH &l AT AehelT 21 BTetT(h SdD
foTQ 2afeh T 1S HIcHTET RAMRT & &1 STl &, IR o Wieare MR e anfey, Ry an afve
81 R I Al Bl I Al e ATHIAGU b 1§ RV Y TRDR bl FHART & STl 8l
et & T AT Seciei & folY &8 BT e Ifod &1 Heled, dTeH| bR SATe SRR H
T bl HEAT A TR Fei<iR! 81 W8T 81 I8 < 3R I5Y & foly et &l a1 81 [AeR By orerm
oY 81 &1 g T bt HY 8, IR o ARPR GRT TeH DR STH IFIRY o JHfeiReh [8R
& ATeiaT et & SFcRTd IR 7t T8 Ua gwarsiia SRETT & faer fohaT ST a1 &, ST A
gy AT it Achier AR Sft bl greefT A T g2iar 81 F G & HIeH | AR WRbR A HF
RN § o 377 URAISHTSAT UR 42T €T S T SRRt 81 TeH bR SATH STRIRUY T SRR
& aIePT Q& HaeT & folq RS TRBR bl FreIfHendl el 7 ff §37 I 21y 7 37t H 3 faeaed
T AT ATCT T AR J FH PRl g T

(3fen)

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY): It was Shri Sunil Kumar’s

maiden speech. All the best for him.
The next speaker is hon. Minister, Dr. R.K. Ranjan Singh ji.
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(1510/AK/RV)

1510 hours

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION (DR. R.K. RANJAN
SINGH): Hon. Chairperson, | will speak in Manipuri.

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Is this a reply or an intervention?

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY): It is an intervention.
PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): So, it is an intervention and not a reply.
Okay. ... (Interruptions)

*DR. R.K. RANJAN SINGH: Thank you Chairman, Sir, | will speak in Manipuri.
The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021 which is brought for passing
today is very timely. This will help in the speedy protection and conservation of
rare species. In this regard, | am happy to share as a Manipuri and would like
to recall the ponies of Manipur, which we call “Sagol” in our language. Ponies
played a very significant role in the 3000 year-old civilizational history of
Manipur. In fact, our civilization was created by riding on these horses . The
world famous polo was started as “Sagol Kangjei” in our land by riding these
ponies; this is the genesis of polo. But unfortunately because of the changing
circumstances the habitat areas of pony mainly the water bodies, marshy land
and grass land have been extremely reduced due to ever increasing human
population and movement of civilization. Pony has been associated with and
promoting our age old civilization, culture and heritage linking with the modern
world and also presenting and sharing with the integrated culture of Bharat.

Now, the ponies with the limited space and changing circumstances, their
population has gone down below five hundred. This is unique specie of Manipur
pony. After passing this Amendment Bill and when it becomes an Act, it will
have enough scope - and | feel - that the pony will be certainly protected and
promoted and its population will also increase.

Thank you very much for introducing such Amendment Bill by the Ministry
and Hon. Minister; as well as | thank the Hon Prime Minister of India for this
Amendment. Thank you.

(ends)

* Original in Manipuri
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1513 hours

SHRIMATI SARMISTHA SETHI (JAJPUR): Thank you, Sir, for giving me the
opportunity to speak on this important Bill that seeks to protect wild animals,
birds, and plants to ensure ecological and environmental security of the country.
On behalf of my Party, namely, Biju Janata Dal | rise to support this Bill.

As we all know, India is home to 16 per cent of the world’s population. At
the same time, different species of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes,
invertebrates, and over 50,000 plant species also call this subcontinent home.
Encroachment on the wild life habitat have posed a serious threat to the very
wild life, especially to the endemic species such as Asiatic Lion, Bengal Tiger,
Indian White-rumped Vulture, Nilgiri Leaf Monkey, etc. Nearly 172 wild life and
endemic species of India are also included in the International Union for
Conservation of Nature designated as threatened species of the world, which
accounts for 2.9 per cent of the number of threatened species of the world.

At present, we have the Wild Life Protection Act, Customs Act, and Import-
Export policies in India, but still illegal hunting, poaching activities, and trade is
flourishing. Further, the Wild Life Protection Act does not cover the foreign
endangered species of plants and animals. The concoction of inadequate
legislative protection and uninformed enforcement officials often results in
endangered species and indigenous wild life being passed off as foreign
species, which are not regulated by any formal legislation. Further, some of the
migratory species are not protected by the Wild Life Protection Act.

Similarly, conservation of fishes has never been adequately addressed in
India due to lack of scientific data and perception about the criterion to be used
for characterisation and designating conservation status of threatened fishes.
For an effective approach to combat the illegal trade in wild life, the legislation
for the protection of wild life needs joint enforcement and trans-national
congruency for a uniform implementation.

(1515/SPR/MY)

Our State Government under the leadership of hon. Chief Minister Shri
Naveen Patnaik ji has taken several steps for the protection of forests and
wildlife. The State has 19 wildlife sanctuaries, National Parks, elephant reserves,
tiger reserves, and identified elephant corridors for addressing in-situ
conservation of wildlife in the state.
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Sir, 11 zoos have been established in the State for the conservation of
animals and 15 eco-sensitive zones around these protected areas have been
proposed for declaration as per the direction of the Government of India. All the
sanctuaries are guided by a wildlife management plan prepared for ten years.
Similarly, all the zoos are operated as per the Zoo Management Plan approved
by the Central Zoo Authority. As of now, 539 Eco-Development Committees
have been formed, covering an area of 43,455.32 hectares of protected area.

In order to protect elephants and to ensure minimal human-elephant
conflict, 25 hectares of rejuvenation corridor have been taken up during 2021-
22. Vulnerable stretches of National & State Highways are being identified to
take steps to check road accidents for animals. Sir, 586 anti-depredation/anti-
poaching squads, an elephant squad, and 115 elephant trackers have been
engaged to prevent depredation by wild animals. The Government have
launched awareness campaigns with the help of VSS/Eco-Development
Committee members, NGOs and school students. Further, 2785 Gaja Saathi
have been engaged in 557 villages. TheNandankanan Zoological Park received
the Pollution Control Appreciation Award.

Apart from that, people having exemplary contributions in the field of
wildlife conservation are felicitated with the Biju Patnaik Award for Wildlife
Conservation, which has been instituted since 2005. All this shows that we can
safeguard them, protect them with strong legislation and implementation
mechanisms.

This Bill has been examined by the Standing Committee on Science and
Technology, Environment, Forests and Climate Change. The Committee while
examining the Bill, has made certain important recommendations, and | think
these recommendations deserve consideration. The Committee believes that
this infrastructure needs to be mobilized more meaningfully in the cause of wild
life conservation, protection, and management.

The Committee recommends insertion in Section 33 of the principal Act,
for the words "manage and maintain all sanctuaries”, the words "manage and
protect all sanctuaries" shall be substituted. | think this is a good suggestion.
After all, our intent is to protect them.
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In Clause 2, the Committee recommends that after the word "protection”
the word "research" may be inserted, and after the words "management of
wildlife" the words "enabled by science" may be inserted. | think there should be
a distinction between a criminal act and a possible erroneous breach of the law,
especially regarding permissions granted for education, science, and research.
The latter should attract fines, undoubtedly, but not imprisonment.

In Clause 6A (2), the Committee recommends that for the words "not more
than ten members to be nominated by the Vice-Chairperson from amongst the
members of the Board", the words "at least one-third of the non-official members
of the State Board to be nominated by the Vice-Chairperson, at least three
institutional members of the State Board to be nominated by the Vice-
Chairperson and the Director of the Wildlife Institute of India or his/her nominee"
may be substituted. If implemented, this will make the Board more professional
with domain experts.

The Committee also noted that several species were missing in all three
schedules and that the Bill fails to address "human-animal conflict". To remedy
this, the Committee has recommended a Human-Animal Conflict Advisory
Committee headed by the Chief Wild Life Warden to suggest mitigation
strategies such as changing cropping patterns and drawing up site-specific
plans. | am hopeful that the House will deliberate in detail on all these
suggestions and will draft a robust legislation.

The need for effective strategies and solutions for the protection of wildlife
in India and conservation of wildlife is the need of the hour. The Government
must work in accordance with the present needs and demands in a situation
when these wildlife species are threatened and many of which have come to the
verge of extinction. The State Governments and the Central Government are
required to work together and implement all the relevant laws and conservation
strategies in order to protect the wildlife and prevent illegal hunting and trade of
these endangered species and wildlife as a whole.

Thank you, Sir.

(ends)
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(1520/CP/UB)
1520 o7
&Y IARRIRT gt (smawsl): IR q81ed, MU Jo7 a7 Sila (ARET0T) HeMeT
fererreh OR FieT T 1R feT, 3¢ foTq H 3i1uept 3TIR ARY Urct et gReaT ATy a8
PHNT HRITGT ST BT JTHR Tebe Hrel g

HEIC, I Si1g (TRE0T) AR, 1972 H GER R 8 394 Ugel a¥ 1982,
1986, 1991, 1993, 2002, 2006 3R 2013 H 31« T AT IR H2ATE &1 b &1 HISJaT
ST a= Sfiat Ud gRufcrIT & JHYTRT USRIl & ERETUT 3TR Heheu™ea TaTfot
& 1Y AR 3R RIHR IR AP M & oI /-IT TT 207, @At Ianfaa faeyes &
Py T & eie ST 3iR UReRlt FEl 8, 7 2 SrRIfRrt A it i 1 ]& Fercry
P TR Dlg T 81 FIAT B F ST 4 ST HIATSCISTH Pl TR TP AT Tg
8, I oY IS TITAT 81 81 YA DI W a7 ST, eral iR TSyl & HRETUT
HST AT X GREC R el ‘g7 St § A R T 17 8, ST 59 T &l 3R
31fefep HIIR T &1 FRTTAT e[ b el Sifad STRRIT el 3 e & JTex &R
T TIT B S9PT Fders IE & {3 31e BRI BT SRIUIC, IR AT WERIG-WRIRET T SfT
el 81 URTfA fAeep T Helr STR[IT & U STetl T Heh R A 8, STaf 3fepel
G 3R DIIAT SoT &, TG SADT Qle AT A T ST Ap| ATl & 31 5T
T 1S DY At FASIR B TraTer o =T 8

HIS[ST BT & T8d 9T a7 ST a1 P TeTe] &I HA1 81 & SR I 73T
JUTETET BT &1 S AT $Pp TSR] H STfRIBIRAT o ATF-ATLY 10 GATART fIQrws
QMeeT BT 81 <IfehT S B[ H HATEH BRI U IJeea 6a BT UTaer= fhdT 1T &,
g T8d I I=T g gIs BT Tep AR IHTT BT T3 e BT IRATT &1 ST
SFETS &1 HAAT x| AHICY o T T AT 10 I ST 781 81 Rep AT Hall g1
AT fhy ST SRR 3t ara ar Temft afifr & R & de=t, o w4 ok ta
AR, &b AT ol BT FR FacT 21 ST ST HIDhROT DY SGTaT fHem Arer &, IRy
I 19 §1S b bIg 43 g9 2014 A &I 53 ol TP L& AT TG H3AT Sff &Il
8] IRPR DI 3T 3NN &I AT TRV

ST IR T & SIRY SAhSeRET, IS Siilei! YR, AS!, el fdea!,
RRIR S SATaRT T v Siig-siq] T S0, ST BRIeT AT SFIST Dl JH_I Ugand 8, H
ST T IR T TRIT 81 S VAT I Y SR 7181 &, ST 7T Bl SRRaC oY
B UgaraT & 3R I hlet off Fafe T8l - 81 S AT GRT §71h! AT A &1
I ST FeptlT IR b IS b IR-BIT ATIR DT FQTT HeT Fehell 81 TRDR Dl 39
TR R foraR-fasel erey &t srraeaepar 6
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HDBTIET 3R JHIRT TSN T 37 TR RIS TR WR &1 eh JHH TR
81 V&I &1 dhrlehT b STHI W Sevnc W TR ol 3TN 31fereh g1 & 21 Wt UsTiferar
P TR SRINFTIT 3Tt Y= Scleford i gy 2019-20 Bi RUIE 7 off 39 Je 31y
PRITR TR AT SIS TSI W H TRDR Pl 39 AIZaR IURTET bl 20T F T 8T 3
3o & Urae H=AT A1
(1525/KMR/NK)

eI 421 U A ARAEIT g7 Siiat b Reellth gV SURTY AT Ieeied & fo1q S
6 BT TN TG H 25 B9R B9 &, T 9G1hR HH A $F U dRg B9 BT e
3R < UIGE™ BT 1P HoR =T Siul greft Rerd ar gl HiRSR @1 Sia a8
PHITAT SISAT UTH 81, ST TR ReTd b 81 §9h A1 &1 a7 Sl & Ga i 3R gae T
TR SR & &Y 39T &l
T H H-ST & foTU IS IRaT 81 8§ 31N SIS TR WR JABTRAT GRT IR T g7+
3 ot Aep AT AT 81 FAITY AR FRBR A AT & b BT SR IRT S & forg
fercer U STV AR & STTaRt 3fR elRMYR H & SFUS I 8,91 AUTeT dfe} J |l
gaIT &1 81 37eRAR <IelT 3R 31 SHetl STeR JS & Fodi 3R ST DT ISTHR
ST § of ST & 31 8T I < &

H TRPR A HIT BT §, ST AR JeRMYT, ITR T2 BT {UweT iU &
T 5ot Y Y fId ©9 F €I ST 81 3P fb R STeRT & s & ford & &
B fIIY T W I TR TS|

(gfer)
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1526 hours

SHRI MOHAMMED FAIZAL P.P. (LAKSHADWEEP): Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
for allowing me to participate in the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021,
and | am thankful to my party for reposing faith in me.

The Bill seeks to increase the species to be protected. | appreciate the
kind of effort the hon. Minister and the team have taken to bring in this draft
amendment by way of the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021. | am in
support of the Bill. At the same time, | wish to seek a few clarifications from the
hon. Minister on certain issues.

The first one is the whole ambit of the Bill. | feel that the emphasis is more
on the management of the resources rather than on protection. Whilst wildlife
management takes into consideration the ecological principles such as carrying
capacity of the habitat, preservation and control of the habitat, reforestation,
predator control, reintroduction of extinct species, capture and reallocation of
abundant species, and management of desirable or undesirable species;
protection of wildlife and management of resources should be addressed with
the same importance. A shift from the protection aspect to the management of
resources may weaken the protection strategies of the Scheduled fauna and
flora.

Further, the proposed amendment must include a section to mandate the
Central and State Governments to protect and conserve areas outside the
protection areas which are recognised as wildlife habitats.

The Bill also misses an opportunity to recognise and protect corridors of
important migratory routes and flyways. Most of the proposed amendments lack
the careful consideration, scientific rigour, and transparency that the exercise
demands. The preamble itself is problematic. Earlier the emphasis was on the
protection of wild animals, birds and plants. The amendment includes the term
management. While seeming innocuous, this implies a shift in the mindset of the
Government from the protection of wildlife to its management as a resource.

My second point is on the vermin species. On these, the criteria need to
be adopted. In the present Act, the Central Government can declare any wild
animal, which is not there in Schedule | and (ii) of Schedule Il, as vermin under
Section 62. The proposed amendment has proposed to reduce the list of wild
animals appended to the Act from four Schedules to two Schedules.
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In doing so, the Bill now proposes that any wild animal not listed in
Schedule | can be declared as vermin. It means that all the animals listed in
Schedule Il cannot be declared as vermin. The list includes 41 mammals, 864
birds, 12 reptiles, five amphibians, 58 insects, 14 molluscs, and 10 sponges,
which may be declared as vermin by the Central Government.

(1530/RCP/SK)

While most of the animals which can be declared as vermin in the present
Act and the proposed Bill may not have significant differences in the composition
of species covered, the Central Government must deliberate upon the
justification for declaring a long list of wild animals. It is because the purpose of
declaration of any animal as vermin has been to control the population of an
animal which is beyond management. Such an exercise must be undertaken
with utmost caution and respecting the constitutional duty under Article 48A of
the Government to protect forests and wild life.

My third point is this. As far as elephant trade is concerned, the Bill allows
that. But here we need a clarification. A newly inserted Section 43 (4) states:
“This section shall not apply to the transfer or transport of any live elephant by a
person having a certificate of ownership, where such person has obtained prior
permission from the State Government on fulfilment of such conditions as may
be prescribed by the Central Government.” Here, the Section is unclear as to
the meaning of prior permission; whether prior permission has to be obtained
from the State Government. From which State Government has it to be taken?
Is it from the Government where the origin of the transport is happening or from
the State to which it is going? So, we need to have a clarification on such
permission from where to where the animal is being transported. | must say that
intimation of such transport must be brought to the notice of the Chief Wild Life
Wardens or the authorised officials. It is necessary for the interest of elephant
protection that any transfer or inter-State transport is to be notified to the Chief
Wild Life Warden or the authorised official of the jurisdiction where the elephant
has been transferred or transported from and the jurisdiction to which the
elephant has been transferred or transported to. For that, such a record should
also be maintained by the concerned authority.
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Coming back to centralisation — this is the most important part which we
always have been discussing on — the Bill renders the existing State Boards for
Wild Life as defunct ones. The Bill weakens premier institutions like the State
Board for Wild Life headed by the Chief Minister, for all their emphasis is on
clearing projects within the protected areas. Some State Boards like in
Karnataka and Maharashtra have been proactive in expanding the protected
area networks. It is now proposed to establish a Standing Committee of the
SBWL to be headed by the Forest Minister thereby effectively rendering the
SWBL defunct. This was the case with the National Board also. It dilutes the
gravity of SBWL by reducing it to a body meeting with the sole purpose of
allowing damaging products in the protected areas.

One more issue is that they are trying to include NITI Aayog in the NBWL
Standing Committee. Most of the NITI Aayog projects are contrary to the
conservation part. So, all these aspects are to be taken into consideration and
| need a clarification from the hon. Minister.

Increasing the ambit of the legislation by using the term ‘wild life’ which
includes any animal, aquatic, or land vegetation that forms part of any habitat.
As far as my constituency, Lakshadweep is concerned, | urge that a more
detailed discussion should be there by experts in the listing of individual species
instead of groups. Listing of individual species instead of groups is a major
deviation from the current Act and it will need further consideration. This can
give rise to taxonomic ambiguity when identifying species and filing wild life
offences in many cases. Additionally, many species from these groups have not
been included in the current schedules. Also, new species are still getting
described which is especially true for invertebrates, coral, sponges, and
amphibians, and these newly reported would not get due protection as per the
legislation if we go for listing individual species instead of groups.

As far as Lakshadweep is concerned, its marine wildlife is not completely
known yet and research works are going on to enlist undiscovered aquatic fauna
and flora which may contribute much more to the marine biodiversity of the
Islands. If individual species are listed instead of groups, these individual
species which should be protected for conserving the ecological balance of
islands cannot be included in the schedules which may lead to large-scale
destruction which is going to happen by constructing the lagoon villas.
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Though their name is changed to water villas, the lagoon villa which is
proposed to come in the Lakshadweep is in the lagoon area. The lagoon area
is the only area for the preservation and conservation of corals which is the life
of the island.

(1535/RK/MK)

When the coral is destroyed, the existence of island is at stake. The
Administration is saying that they have got permission from the Ministry. | am
very doubtful about that and would like to get a note from the Ministry on that.

Finally, sea cucumber, which is listed under Schedule | of the Act, is a
protected species. The problem is with regard to the awareness which is lacking
with the people residing there. One kilogram of sea cucumber used to cost
between Rs. 5,000 and Rs.12,000.

Recently, the Central Government has sanctioned a special scheme to
protect sea cucumbers, and has appointed Lakshadweep Marine Wildlife
Protection Watchers to man the anti-poaching camps. As a result of that, we
could seize a large consignment of sea cucumber which was being smuggled
out of the country.

A CBI case has been registered in this regard. After the new
administration has come in, the entire class of Marine Wildlife Protection
Watchers has been retrenched and now smuggling is going on. | have written a
DO letter to you highlighting this aspect. It is a Centrally sponsored scheme. |
do not know what is the problem of the administration in implementing it. A
clarification is required on this aspect. With this, | support the Bill. Thank you.

(ends)
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SHRI JAYADEV GALLA (GUNTUR): Thank you, Sir. | am thankful to you for
giving me this opportunity to speak on this important Bill. In this year of Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav, where we are celebrating our human accomplishments, |
feel the time has come not only to celebrate but also to resolve today that we
will leave no stone unturned to protect, preserve, and enhance our natural
heritage in this Amrit Kaal. | am sure, the Environment Ministry is doing
something on this, and would be happy if the hon. Minister shares with this
House what his Ministry is doing to protect, preserve, and enhance our natural
heritage, biodiversity, and what plans it has for these in this Amrit Kaal.

The House should feel proud, rather the entire country should feel proud,
that in spite of India having just 2.4 per cent of the world’s landmass, we are
contributing more than eight per cent to the world’s biodiversity. India has more
than 90,000 varieties of fauna, 45,500 varieties of flora and home to four out of
35 world biodiversity hotspots. But, at the same time, if we do not act or become
blind to what is happening during the last 20-25 years, our advantage and our
conservation story would become a sad story, indeed. | am saying this because
we are one of the top 20 countries in wildlife trafficking as well. We have seen
nearly 25 species of fauna and flora becoming extinct and more than 100
species are currently endangered.

With these preliminary submissions, since time at my disposal is very
limited, | wish to directly come to the Bill and share my views with a hope that
the hon. Minister would peruse them and take remedial measures.

First, | come to Clause 3 of the Bill, which talks about ‘Invasive alien
species’, whose introduction or spread may threaten or adversely impact wildlife
or its habitat in our country. | welcome this. Here, | wish to bring to the notice
of the hon. Minister one study which indicates that India is losing nearly 100
billion dollars every year due to invasive species. | will give one example from
my home State of Andhra Pradesh, how introduction of an exotic alien plant
species in 1980s in Seshachalam Hills — home of Lord Balaji — is now taking its
toll. The plant species from Australia, Indonesia, and Papua New Guinea
introduced in our Seshachalam Hills was Acacia Auriculiformis, commonly
known as auri, earleaf acacia, or earpod wattle. It has disturbed ecological
balance in Chittoor, Kadapa and Nellore districts of Andhra Pradesh.
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Now, we have to replace it with native species. Otherwise, the entire
biosphere of Seshachalam, which is home to several endemic plants like Red
Sanders, Cycas, etc. would be destroyed. So, Clause 3, which deals with it is a
good move. But, at the same time, this Clause is silent on native Indian species
which have invasive qualities.

(1540/PS/SJN)

Hence, | suggest for constituting a taskforce to study this and to
recommend to the Ministry for taking an appropriate action.

Secondly, if you look at Appendix 2 of Schedule IV, Item No. 444, you
have mentioned ‘Pterocarpus Santalinus’. It is the scientific name for red sander
tree which is available only in Seshachalam forest in Chittoor of Andhra Pradesh.
It is smuggled out of the country by local smugglers. If you have seen the movie
Pushpa recently, it depicted these types of scenes. It is smuggled out of the
country and any action for smuggling of red sanders is under the Customs Act
and not under the Wild Life Protection Act. It is because this tree is not a
Scheduled species. So, | suggest for consideration of the hon. Minister to include
red sanders under relevant Schedule which helps to take action under this
legislation, thereby we can reduce smuggling and save red sanders from
extinction.

The next point which | wish to make is about transfer of live elephants
under Clause 27. Many hon. Members have spoken about it. | am with the
Government when elephants are sold or given for performing some rituals at
temples. But all | wish to say is that care should be taken against the unscientific
management and pathetic treatment of elephants by administration, mahouts
and others. | am worried because twenty-nine captive elephants died in 2021
and in six months of this year, three elephants have died in captivity. | suggest
that the Government should issue strict guidelines and also create some
inspection mechanism for regular checks and taking punitive action for any
violation of those guidelines.

Now, | come to Clause 62 of the Bill which empowers the Government of
India to declare any animal as ‘vermin’. The hon. Member has mentioned about
it a while ago. We call vermin as nuisance animals as they destroy our crops, kill
livestock, and spread diseases. It does not mean that we kill them left and right.
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Nothing has been mentioned in the Clause on the process to be followed
to identify which animals are vermin. No transparent and accountable process
based on ecological and social evidence has been prescribed. The moment a
wild animal is declared as vermin, it loses its legal protection and such wild
animal becomes a domestic animal and can be killed, tamed or traded. | feel it
will have ecological consequences which will lead to an imbalance. Even the
hon. Supreme Court in Animal Welfare Board of India versus A. Nagaraja case
in 2014 categorically held that every species has the right to life and security
with some intrinsic worth, honour, and dignity. So, all | wish to submit to the hon.
Minister is to have a scientific approach and transparency in declaring wild
animals under Schedule Il as vermin.

The Bill proposes to increase penalties for general violations from Rs.
25,000 to Rs. 1 lakh and violation against specially protected animals from Rs.
10,000 to Rs. 25,000. | feel that these are still very much on the lower side and
the hon. Minister can consider revising it multiple times looking at the importance
of ecology and protecting nature and wildlife.

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, the next point is the one on which this entire Bill is
placed and it is the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species.
We joined this Convention in 1976, that is, forty-six years ago. This Convention
mandates parties to take suitable steps to enforce its provisions. We are
implementing this in the year 2022. What are the reasons behind this enormous
delay? This may kindly be explained to the House.

Sir, these are some of the points which | wish to bring to the notice of the
hon. Minister.

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY): Please conclude.
SHRI JAYADEV GALLA (GUNTUR): | hope that he would act on them
accordingly.

Let us give a simple message to the country: ‘Let every citizen of this
country love and conserve our amazing wild life and biodiversity.’

Thank you very much, Sir.

(ends)
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1544 hours
ADV. DEAN KURIAKOSE (IDUKKI): Thank you, hon. Chairperson, Sir.

Sir, the Bill seeks to implement the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna, that is, CITES. It is a protection
for wild animals, birds, and plants. The main amendments have taken place in
the areas of Schedules. Earlier, in the Act of 1972, there were six Schedules.
Now, this Bill reduces the number of Schedules to four.

As per the new amendment, Schedule | specifies the animal species with
the highest level of protection; Schedule Il specifies the animal species with a
lesser level of protection; Schedule Ill specifies the protected plant species; and
Scheduled IV specifies the species listed in the Appendices to the Convention.
(1545/SMN/YSH)

Sir, Schedule V is going to be deleted after the passing of this
Amendment. The entire content of this Act and the new Amendments are that
whoever violates the Wild Life Protection Act, he will be punished. No doubt
about that. But my concern is about human-animal conflict. We have to protect
the wild life but we have to protect the people whoever is living outside the forest.
That is my concern. | have come from that area which has more than 350
kilometres of boundary with forest. We are facing the issues regularly. As per
the Kerala Government statistics, 1233 people have died in the last ten years
because of the animal attacks. More than 34,875 wild animal attacks have taken
place in the State of Kerala. About 6,803 have been injured. In my Constituency,
alone by an elephant attack, 40 people have died in the last ten years.

Sir, so many people have raised this matter here. What is the number of
elephants that are there all over India? It has crossed 30,000. Now, it is above
the carrying capacity of our forests. It means that we have to protect the wild life
but we have to protect the life of the people whoever is living outside the forest
also. Sir, as per the Supreme Court Judgement, buffer zone is going to be
extended by one kilometre. That means there are some restrictions that have
to be there. In my Constituency, there are eight National Parks and one Wildlife
Sanctuary. They are nine in total if we include National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuary. In the surroundings, if one kilometre of buffer zone comes, it means
the people have to evict automatically because we cannot live with the animals.
So, we have to address that case specifically.
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The Supreme Court has given permission. There are some relaxations.
First, we have to approach CEC, then then Ministry of Environment and Forest
and then, the Supreme Court of India. It will take more time. It is a time-
consuming process. For avoiding that time-consuming process and to exclude
the people inhabitated from the area of the buffer zones, we should have a
legislation. That is my request to the hon. Minister. We should have a legislation
for protecting the people inhabitated in that area and plantation agriculture land
from this buffer zone. The Union Government should intervene in this case and
we should pass a new enactment for protecting people especially the farming
community.

Sir, what about vermin list? So many people have raised this already. As
per the new amendment, the vermin list is not there in the new Act. Schedule V
is going to merge with Schedule Il of the new Amendment Bill. That means we
cannot call all the animals together as vermin. It is true but vermin should be
there. We have the bitter experience of wild boar. We have a demand from the
State of Kerala. The hon. Minister is very much aware about that. We cannot
imagine about the wild boar attack. Thousands of wild boars are coming at one
time and they are destroying the agricultural lands within a few minutes. If we
are announcing it as vermin, we can give shoot at sight orders. That is correct.
Itis the survival crisis of our farmer community. So, | request on behalf of Kerala
that wild boar should be announced as vermin. As per the new amendment,
vermin means wild life as per the Section 62. Section 62 says that all the animals
apart from Schedule V animals are vermin. It should be amended as all the
animals including wild boar. That is my amendment. The Government may grant
it.

Sir, we should have a Wildlife Management Policy which has to be
adopted. Wild life must be considered as a renewable resource and their
reproduction must be controlled accordingly. To do this in a scientific way, the
existing Section 12 needs to be amended by incorporating sub-section 4.
Permission must be given for hunting those animals like wild boars that are
reproducing at an alarming rate even beyond the capacity of forest area.
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(1550/SNB/SPS)

Sir, the farmers are not getting enough compensation. So, my humble
demand is this. We should have a Tribunal like the Motor Vehicles Tribunal for
providing enough compensation to our farmers who are victims of various wild
life attacks. It is also imperative to establish a human sensitive zone which
should be 500 metres inside the forest for protecting people from wild animal
attacks in the forest.

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY): Please conclude. There
are more speakers from your party.

ADV. DEAN KURIAKOSE (IDUKKI): Sir, | am concluding in a minute. The
punishment norms also have to be made. There is an amendment proposed in
Section 54(iv). Presently, the compensation to be paid under sub-section (i) is
Rs. 25,000. It is now being raised to Rs. 5 lakh.

| welcome this. But, at the same time, as per section 53, any official who
has done anything in contravention of Section 50, that is illegal confinement or
arrest or wrongful seizure, he may be punished by way of imprisonment for a
period of six months or a fine of Rs. 500. This amount also has to be increased.
Human life should also be protected. That is the main point | would like to
highlight.

With these words, | conclude. Thank you.

(ends)



02-08-2022 RSG/RJS SH/MM Uncorrected / Not for publication 358

1551 hours

SUSHRI DIYA KUMARI (RAJSAMAND): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, thank you for giving
me this opportunity to speak on this Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill. | would
like to begin by thanking our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi ji and our hon.
Environment Minister for bringing an exemplary and comprehensive Bill that will
protect native Indian species, improve enforcement of the law and will ensure that
the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972 is compliant with the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Sir, our Government
under the able leadership of the hon. Prime Minister has displayed great
determination to make India a responsible and a climate resilient economy. At a time
when global warming is increasing, forests are vanishing and various species of flora
and fauna are disappearing, our visionary Prime Minister has taken strides in the right
direction to lead the country towards a more sustainable future. India has been a
signatory to the CITES for the last 46 years. Earlier Governments failed to consider
even the implementation of the provisions of the Convention. So much so that in the
year 2004, the CITES Secretariat had warned India that the Conference of Parties
would suspend trade with India due to non-compliance with the provisions of the
Convention. | would like to congratulate our Government for incorporating the
provisions of the CITES in the Wild Life Protection Act as a separate Chapter VB
which is titled, 'Regulation of International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora'.

1553 hours (Shri A. Raja in the Chair)

What has also caught my attention is that the amendments under this Bill shift
our focus on the conservation, protection and management of wild life. We never had
a streamlined process for trading in plants and animals which often led to rampant
malpractices in the field. Now, the provisions of this Bill intend to regulate wild life
trade as per the Convention. It is also a timely and necessary Bill as it seeks to
empower the Centre to regulate or prohibit the trade or possession of invasive
species. This will ensure that the balance in the native eco-system is maintained. The
provisions of this Bill clearly specify that the actions of the Chief Wild Life Warden
must be in accordance with the management plans of the sanctuary. This ensures
that a consultative process is followed rather than an arbitrary process.

Sir, it is pertinent to highlight here that the sanctuaries falling in areas of
Scheduled Tribes, the management plan will be prepared after due consultation with
the Gram Sabhas.
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The involvement of local communities and the concerned Gram Sabhas shows
the commitment of our Government to uphold the federal structure of our country.
This will also reduce incidence of man and animal conflict. | think, it is very important.
As a former representative of a tiger sanctuary, | can say that the Government is very
committed to involving local communities and this would go a long way in reducing
the man and animal conflict that happens, and also the local people will feel more
involved with the way the sanctuaries are run.

(1555/RU/RAJ)

Another welcome move is empowering the State Boards for Wild Life to
constitute a Standing Committee for exercising certain delegated functions. This
decentralisation process will ensure more localised solutions and faster decision-
making as it reduces the dependence on the Centre and on State level Board
meetings. By constituting a Standing Committee, a lot of workload will be reduced
and there will be State Wild Life Board meetings more regularly. Many States like
Rajasthan need to probably have more regular meetings which do not happen. By
having a Standing Committee, the pendency will reduce and the workload on the
State Wild Life Boards will also reduce hopefully.

Sir, the increase in penalties for violating the provisions of the Act will act as
a deterrent to crime. This will also safeguard against any practices which may
endanger the survival of wild life in the long run. | say this with pride that the hon.
Prime Minister is leaving no stone unturned to punish those who try to hinder the wild
life ecosystem. As a representative from the State of Rajasthan which has 25 wild
life sanctuaries, five National Parks and is home to many endangered species, | say
this with utmost confidence that the present amendments will go a long way to
safeguard our endangered native species and preserve our natural heritage.

Sir, as someone who has a wild life sanctuary in my current parliamentary
constituency, Rajsamand and has a National Park in my previous Vidhan Sabha
constituency, Sawai Madhopur, | really appreciate the amendments proposed in this
Bill. Sir, I would like to thank the Government on behalf of the people of Rajsamand,
Rajasthan for this farsighted Bill. This Bill will put India at the forefront of preserving
biodiversity and conserving the environment.

Hon. Chairperson Sir, | thank you for giving me the time to speak on the Bill.
Once again, | would like to thank our hon. Prime Minister for this landmark Bill and
congratulate the hon. Minister of Environment and Forests for the same.

Sir, | will conclude by saying that | support the Bill.

(ends)
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1558 hours
DR. M P ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI (MALAPPURAM): Sir, | thank you for
permitting me to take part in this very important discussion.

There is no disagreement on the well-recognised fact that wild life has to
be protected. Forest conservation and environmental protection are very
important subjects. This Bill primarily addresses the protection of wild life but it
has a close link or it is directly linked with the safety of human beings. Though
this Bill is addressing that issue, the provisions of the Bill are not sufficient
enough to deal with the situation and to solve the serious problem that is
challenging the safety of human beings and especially farmers.

This kind of a legislation must have necessary provisions to protect
humans, and especially farmers among them, from the on-going dreadful attack
of wild animals. | am not arguing for a human centric world order. | believe in
the system which Albert Schweitzer stated. He has said that our world view
must include even the butterflies that fly in our gardens. | do believe in it but
along with that, everything has to be human-oriented. | think, the hon. Minister
who has come with such a very important landmark amendment of this Bill will
be considering these issues and suggestions again while giving a final shape to
this legislative piece.

Every activity of ours has to be judged on its life-yielding capacity. | agree
that every life is important but which is more important? s it the life of the animal
or the life of the human being? There is a famous poetic saying as:

=T T & foTq 8, 7 ST o ferg,
STET & TR feT. .|

Human being is most important and when we come to the dignity of
human beings, the forest conservation and environment protection should be
there and has to be given due importance. But Sir, it should not be at the cost
of human life and human dignity. Every life is life but dignity of human beings
has to be given due importance.

(1600/SM/VB)

Sir, everybody is worried about missing species. But human beings are
also missing. The wild life attack on human beings has assumed an alarming
proportion especially in the State of Kerala.
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According to the Forest Department of Kerala Government data, since
2011, 34,875 cases of wild life attack have been reported; 1,233 human beings
have been killed and 6,803 human beings were injured. The State has paid
Rs.29.39 crore in connection with compensation against these cases. A number
of 27 human deaths in conflict with wild elephants took place only in the last
year.

Sir, in the period between 2016 and 2020,17,116 incidents of crop raid by
animals took place. A number of 1,214 cattle-lift cases have occurred. Along
with that, now-a-days, there is a very serious problem of stray-dog attack on
human beings in Kerala. | am not going into that because it does not come within
the purview of this Bill. Similar cases of wild life attack on human beings are in
other States also.

| would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that the Kerala
Government had submitted a proposal to the Ministry to declare wild pig as
vermin. But the Ministry turned down the proposal. | would like the hon. Minister
to consider this request because it has a serious importance with regard to
human lives.

Sir, in this on-going Session, in a written answer to my question given in
the Lok Sabha, the hon. Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
has stated that the incidents of wild animal attacks and crop loss due to wild
animals have been reported from various parts of the country including the State
of Kerala. But nothing is concretely done to solve this problem.

Sir, ethics demand, culture demands, human values demand, human
dignity and humanity demand that we should ponder over this serious issue and
bring out strong provisions in our attempt instead of shedding tears. Everybody
is shedding tears for the suffering persons attacked by wild animals. But nothing
concrete is being done. | am reminded of a couplet.

IS P THIATS B S dTall R,
IR Al PR &, THSIS T8 e’

Everybody is shedding tears. Something has to be seriously done. | would

like to request the hon. Minister to take into consideration these suggestions.
Thank you.
(ends)
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1603 hours

ADV. A.M. ARIFF (ALAPPUZHA): Thank you, hon. Chairman, Sir. | stand here
to express the views on behalf of CPI(M) Party on Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill, 2021.

At the outset, | support the intention of the Government for extending the
scope of the Bill to include conservation, protection, and management of wild life
through this amendment. At the same time, | wish to point out some of my
objections to the various provisions of the Bill. | have already given the
amendments to the provisions of the Bill in detail.

Sir, it is a fact that this Bill is not based on professional and public opinion
but it is drafted as per the bureaucratic whims and fancies. The Standing
Committee has also commented that this amendment will only help to
complicate the current provisions for protection of wild life and the purpose of
India’s commitment to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora would not be served fully. Instead, the
Committee has recommended either to bring in a separate Bill for CITES or to
restrict it to simple amendments. It is known that there are 50 amendments.
Some of them bring some confusions also. But the Government is adamant that
it will go ahead with these amendments.

Sir, in addition to the ambit of the Bill, | wish to highlight the important
issues. Some other hon. Members from Kerala also have pointed out the issue
regarding the forest and its protection. People in forest fringes across the country
are living in fear of eviction following the Supreme Court order for setting up of
buffer zone of minimum one kilometre from the boundaries of the protected
forests.

(1605/KKD/PC)

In Kerala alone, one lakh families, 2.5 lakh acres of agricultural land, and
two dozen townships will be affected by this verdict. But the Government has
not shown its willingness to file an affidavit to avoid human settlements from the
buffer zone. | know, the hon. Minister is lenient to requests of the people of
Kerala. | hope, all the Members sitting here would agree that life and livelihood
of citizens is equally or more important than wildlife.

So, | would request the hon. Minister to make clear the stand of the
Government in the Supreme Court immediately.
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Section 8 of the principal Act speaks about the duties of the State Wildlife
Board which include advising the State Government on the selection and
management of protection areas.

Sir, | would request the Government to include the declaration of the
extent of buffer zone taking into consideration the density of population as also
the duty of the State Board in each State. By doing this, the concerns of the
common people could be addressed.

Another major issue is the human-animal conflict, about which some other
hon. Members also spoke. It has increased manifold over the years. Not only
the loss of life occurs due to protected animals like elephant, tigers and wild
buffalos entering the human habitation but it results in huge agricultural loss as
well. But this Amendment Bill is silent on providing assistance for the victims of
animal attacks.

So, | would request the Government to include a national insurance
scheme for payment of compensation for loss of life as well as crops and
property, and for injury, as suggested by the Government of Kerala as part of
this Bill.

Sir, the loss of crops due to wild pigs is causing a big problem in many
States including Kerala.

Now, the power to declare wild animals as vermin rests with the Union
Government and it is causing difficulty in controlling them. Hence, | would
request this Government to share the controlling power with the States also. It
is necessary for the effective control of such animals.

Sir, there is a provision in this Act to declare the rescue and rehabilitation
centres, and elephant camps owned by the Forest Department as ‘zoos’. This
would result in practical difficulties, and will not be feasible as zoos serve a
different purpose,

With these worlds, | conclude my speech. Thank you.

(ends)
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1608 &t
<. O3, &, 89 (RISEE) : IR, F Y] G-I AT 18T & (b AT J37 FHISTaral
a1t Y ARE J A= T Hipr {2

IR, qIeee olTgth HICH T U 31T H Fgd e &, ! aois 3 85 3fTel
P TS AZH DI TICTT PR AP &l 3T 3FSHCH ol 31T &, I 3FSHeT H &9
MY AT Bl BF 3P IHSHeH DI TURITE el &, <ifdd, 9a-H IR, H 3uh
HTEIH 3 JFHI H3A1 & G H P6 AT AT 26T & T Uieet I8 & o o7 drges
UfFHeT H9$eR 81 91T &, W dR A Oid TSR §Hsex &1 91T &, AT 89K d13es olsth
NCFIA Uare i TRT-11 § NI & o ST T o {7 T AfehT 89X 1Ry
3TTSTeheT TST3HIST o S8 HeR H 81 3ATUehT HIH & fdb TINT 31U 31T bl HifAie fe@m
& o 95 Y TSI 31T @It ol 8, ATSee gt ofd” & ST & 31 T ot Hieeh<d
fohue Rl 81 I I ST T fdbel R T ATER 781 <, qfod SragetTgal PR
3SR < 81 §F THY TR I & 31X, A8 & U U TSR Higex &l 1T 81 S99
TSR 7 U STa 3MSHT B e 20 & Uger & ART 81 3Tel f ST S 3t fit
<1 T T 1T, T R4t Ich BTer T ATST AT Rt &1 Al bl AT, aTehl, IFehl IR
oT1eT Y I8 TR WM ATl I TR Dl o elTSo] bR ! DIfALT bl ST I8 Bl

H AT FAT ST I BT AT 8 b HH A T 91 15-20 HIR IR TR 8IT,
O €l a8 Grargellgot 81N 15-20 HieR &1 gX1 W Yep Ay TSR b YT ST SRAT
91 T8l 8, IS IFD U T8l Ugd YTl AT I I § Srargellsol el PR qebal &l
3FR 3ITA I el H ragetigal R HT &, I 318l € 918 98 Sragetigol 8idl & 3R
qd I8 SITeT & IR HaT PR S8IeT & 91T, =it BT gaT el $9d MY 6 1S a8
foRR 2 8IS o AT ST & 31R ISP AT SIT 81 I ISR Bl YT PR Pl TS T
el 3T SITaT? RIBRY SRT 9T R &, THAT I VAT 81T It 31T 81 IR 100 #Hiex
H oaR 200 HieR I 39 TR Pl IR Fahdl &l
(1610/IND/RP)

Teiey, ARy T ¥ off 378 AR Fohd B, ifd Sfraettgst ¥1d § F&1 fapar S
DT 81 ARY SREARAT & b pH F BH ST ST bl &M Bl Heeaqul a1 & fo1g
RT3 91 Dl & b SR BT STe I Seg AR 3T STl

HEIGY, IR URAT A olUS 980 STaT 81 ¢ 81 H uf3d ST Uaer gRIEEmE 3
3T §| ARISTETS T TEHI Dio, TeHI SIPRGRT &b AT H oIS b &l T IS
MY fe7 Bl Tell 81 O STHaRT bl AR S § 3R ST T SIEHT v 81 $78 Udhe &
folq T 378 gicb Bfece # &l WoTT ST A1fRy? 3l Sft & Gl § Uep q8cT Hecayui

CIRRCIRIECIENIE
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& I 950 BRI & olfchT ST TR IR BT el 8l UTaT 81 IF TR H dhe
Ster T fAfT hREE IeT Tl g8] -0 &S US o Oy Tl fTeHT g Bl US b
ARBFH Ht HaR 8T X et U1 W UST BT ABTRAT Y HAS-Tid H e e |
31TUeh! 9 I T HL o1 I8 STN] ol

HEIeY, SHeR Hell Bl bR UgaT 38 &1 AR URAT H §a” 950 AT H 81 aav
P T AT BT T AT 8] ISR Bel] Pl F PN I 81 BIeT B T 8T a1 T&T
gl

HEIGY, STell G3R I8 ATl 8l Aol M1 Y agd | | 8 5-7 f7de & b
378 T U IT AR BT 37TER BT A1 et T BT A I8 PR IS AT el
FIST 3R <, AT SATET 37287 BT 5d-984 fhaT

(sfer)
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1612 hours

SHRIMATI APARAJITA SARANGI (BHUBANESWAR): Thank you,
Chairperson, Sir. It is both, a privilege and an opportunity, to speak on the Wild
Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021.

| would start by saying that the term ‘wildlife’ was coined by William
Hornaday in 1913 in his book ‘Our Vanishing Wild Life’. All of us know what
does wildlife imply. Wildlife implies all the biotic elements of the earth including
plants, animals, birds, and microbes of the world excluding man, domestic
animals and cultivated plants. This particular Bill is an example or an indication
of the fact that our Government, hon. Prime Minister Modi’s Government, has
always tried to seek opinion of all as regards amendments to be made.

The other Bill, | had spoken of, had also gone to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee. This particular Bill had also been sent by the Ministry to
the Parliamentary Standing Committee. Now, | must mention here that this Bill
had been tabled in the Lok Sabha by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change on December 17, 2021. It was sent to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on December 25, 2021, and after careful examination,
scrutiny, and with a set of recommendations, the Standing Committee sent it
back to the Lok Sabha on April 21, 2022, and, as we know, it seeks to amend
the Wild Life Protection Act, 1972.

Sir, wildlife conservation is the practice of protecting plants and animal
species and their habitats. But, when we take up a Bill for amendment and we
examine the contours of the Bill, it is extremely important to understand why the
Bill has been brought or tabled and why there is a requirement for amendment
in the Act. It is important to understand what does wildlife mean or what is the
definition of wildlife. Sir, | will take you to a definition of wildlife given by the
World Bank. The World Bank had said: “Wildlife is a crucial component of the
eco-system and it forms the livelihood of hundreds and millions of rural poor.”
That is why, we need to take this particular thing very seriously. At a time when
wildlife all the world over is under threat because of habitat conversion, poaching
and fragmentation, it is extremely important for all of us to sit with the policy
makers, to work with the policy makers, and to safeguard wildlife protection in
pursuit of poverty alleviation and inclusive growth.
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(1615/NKL/KDS)

Sir, | will also take you to the Constitution of India. Article 51-A (g) of the
Constitution of India clearly states that it is the fundamental duty of every citizen
to protect and improve the natural environment including forests and wild life,
and that is why all the 140 crore citizens of this country must protect wild life. It
is something which has been told to us by the Constitution of India which we of
us uphold in high esteem.

Sir, as has been said by all the speakers to my right and also to my left,
this Bill seeks to increase the number of species protected under the Act so far.
The hon. Minister, when he started the whole discussion, said that this particular
Bill intends to implement CITES that is the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of wild fauna and flora.

Sir, | will not take much time. | will just say that there are seven salient
features which | will very briefly touch upon.

First, the Bill provides for the Central Government to designate a
management authority which would look into the grant of export and import
permits. It is very important. Every person engaging in the trade of a Scheduled
specimen must report the details to the management authority. This is one
extremely important point, and | would like the House to actually keep this
particular thing in mind. The second point is regarding rationalising Schedules.
Right now, the Act has six Schedules. This Bill will bring it down to 4 Schedules
wherein ‘Vermin’ species is getting eliminated. | am very briefly touching upon
the salient features. Thirdly, many of my friends on the right have mentioned
this. At the cost of being repetitive, | would say that we also talk of invasive alien
species. This refers to the plants and animals which are not native to India and
whose introduction to the country would adversely impact our wild life and their
habitat. So, we have to handle them very carefully. The Bill empowers the
Central Government to regulate and prohibit the trade of these invasive alien
species. Sir, the fourth is regarding control of sanctuaries. One of my friends to
my left talked about the Ranthambore sanctuary. The Bill specifies that the
actions of the Chief Wild Life Warden should be in accordance with the
management plans of the sanctuary. | want to touch upon these points very
briefly. There are 565 wild life sanctuaries in our country, and we all need to
protect them very well.
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Sir, the fifth point is regarding the conservation reserves. Under the Act,
the State Government may declare areas adjacent to the national parks or the
sanctuaries as conservation reserves. Now, here the Bill is also including the
Central Government. The Central Government, if it so desires, can actually
declare a particular area adjacent to the national park or sanctuary as a
conservation reserve. | would say, this is definitely a wonderful and a welcome
addition to the Act.

Sir, the surrender of captive animals is a very important point. The Bill
provides for any person to voluntarily surrender any captive animals or animal
products to the Chief Wild Life Warden, for which there will be no compensation.

Sir, the last and of course, the most important point is regarding the fines.
Fines have been increased. This reveals the fact that we are very much
concerned about the protection and the conservation of wild life and the habitat.
Fines have been increased from Rs. 25,000 to Rs. 1,00,000. For specially
protected animals, fines have been increased from at least Rs. 10,000 to Rs.
25,000.

Sir, | remember, when the hon. Minister had taken over as the Minister of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, he had made a Statement. | had read
it and really, | was impressed. ... (Interruptions) | appreciate it. He had said:

“The Environment Ministry is not an obstacle but a solution

provider.”

So, the second thing | would definitely like to mention here is this. | would
like to quote Mahatma Gandhiji. He had said:

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by

the way its animals are treated.”

Sir, of course, a couple of months back, all of us were listening to the
“‘Mann ki Baat” on the last Sunday of the month.
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(1620/VR/CS)

Our hon. Prime Minister in that ‘Man Ki Baat’ had invoked a Tamil poet,
and he wanted to convey a very important message to all of us. | would like to
place that message before this esteemed august House, before my esteemed
colleagues. He said, ‘What we know is just a handful of sand. What we do not
know is like the universe in itself'. Similar is the case with the biodiversity of the
country, that is, India.

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): Please conclude.
SHRIMATI APARAJITA SARANGI (BHUBANESWAR): Sir, we need to know the
biodiversity, we need to know the needs of wild life and the habitat, and we all
need to work together. This is a very meticulously drafted Bill, and | would just
make an appeal to all my esteemed colleagues to kindly support the Bill. Thank
you very much, Sir.

(ends)
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1621 hours

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Thank you very much, Mr.
Chairman, Sir, for affording this opportunity to take part in the discussion on the
Wild Life Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2021. The Wild Life Protection Act of
1972 is a landmark legislation in the legislative history of Indian Parliament. The
Act was then amended in the year 1991, and | would like to appreciate the
Government and the Minister for taking the initiative to make appropriate
changes at the appropriate times so as to update the Wild Life Protection Act of
1972, as amended in the year 1991.

Sir, it is an admitted fact that we cannot discuss the ecological and the
environment security of the country in the Indian scenario. We have to discuss
it in the global scenario. We have had a very detailed discussion about it in the
Climate Change Conference which had recently taken place, and had a very
good detailed discussion in this House. At the same time, | would like to state
that the ecological security and environmental security means the protection and
safety of the wild animals, birds, and plants as they are also part and parcel of
the ecosystem. That is why it is the prime responsibility of each and every citizen
as well as the entire society to see that wild life, especially wild animals, birds
and plants are protected. Security and safety of these things have to be taken
to be the prime consideration.

Sir, coming to this amendment Bill, even the first thing is regarding the
amendment to the preamble itself. | think that it is having a wider perspective
because in the original Bill, in the principal Bill, it is ‘the protection of wild life’.
Now we are amending it as ‘conservation, protection and management of wild
life’ which gives it a wider perspective as far as wild life is concerned because
management of wild life as well as conservation of wild life is the need of the
hour. | fully support this concept by which wild life, animals and birds are
protected. We have to conserve as well as manage the wild life. The human-
animal conflict as well as buffer zone management will definitely come within the
purview of this management. | think that everything whether it is the
environmental aspect or the ecological aspect, all will come under these two
words, that is, management and conservation as well as protection. So, | fully
support and agree with the Government on this amendment Bill.
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| would also like to appreciate the hon. Minister in bringing such an
amendment to the preamble of the Bill itself by which we are widening the scope
of the protection and conservation of wild life.

(1625/SAN/KN)

Coming to the point of conservation and management, | would like to
express one apprehension that | have. | would like to know whether the NDA
Government led by BJP since 2014 has been following or abiding by the
principles of wild life protection, security and safety. This Government is always
talking of the mantra of development. | can cite a series of examples which | am
not doing because of the paucity of time. In the mantra of development, this
Government is not taking into consideration the environmental aspects and the
ecological aspects. Even the protection under the Wildlife Act is being ignored
in almost all the cases. Even in the cases of mining and so many other cases,
they are being ignored in the mantra of development. What does development
mean? It should be a sustainable development based on the principles of
ecological safety and environmental safety, but unfortunately, if we examine
critically the eight years of experience of this Government in power, and if the
hon. Minister does an introspection, it can very well be seen that most of the
stringent rules and regulations, which are there for the protection of environment
and the protection of wild life, are being diluted by means of a series of policy
decisions as well as amendments to the existing Acts. With regard to this Act, |
fully agree with you. At the same time, mere enactment of a piece of legislation
is not sufficient to protect the wild life; a strong political will is also required to
protect the wild life as enunciated in this law.

| come to my last point regarding the protection of tamed elephants. Sir,
you may kindly see that the Bill has a huge influence over it. In a State like
Kerala, we are having our cultural and festive spirit associated with these
elephants. The tamed elephants are an integral part of many festivals of the
State of Kerala, such as the UNESCO recognised Thrissur Pooram Festival
which showcases the cultural integrity that the State of Kerala stands for. In
Kerala alone, there are 437 tamed elephants, out of which 39 elephants belong
to the forest. Every year, an average of 30 elephants are dying. We know that
an elephant is a must in our cultural festival and ritual festival.
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Sir, there is a definition in clause 2(6). Prior to this amendment, there was
a definition by which it was included in ‘cattle’. Subsequently, in 1991
amendment, it was omitted. At the same time, it is there in part | of the Schedule
also. My submission is that these tamed elephants have to be protected. | am
not going into the details. My amendment is there. My suggestion is that it is to
be incorporated in the Schedule because Asiatic elephant is there. It includes
the Asiatic elephant, but excludes the tamed elephant so that it can be protected.
| fully agree that a new provision has been incorporated by which the ownership
and transfer is well accepted. | again oppose the recommendation made by the
Standing Committee headed by Shri Jairam Ramesh that it can only be owned
by the temple trusts because | think that individuals should also be given
authority to own, transfer and transport these elephants.

With these words, | conclude. Thank you very much.

(ends)
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1628 hours
Y orer R (WAAT): THURT HBIS, MU I50-980 &vIaIS b MU Jo¥ 59 Hecqqui
eI R diet 3T 3R T a7 Sfia (=& fae®, 2021, a¥ 1972 & 1™ o
T B P foTq AR F3lT ST & GIRT I8T UR IR T 71T 81 WR & AT &
AT ST 2T Il i T T o UfIE 19% o U N a= FIOrdT 3f1R ufery bt gRarm
Y Ieiag fhT T M 31T U foT OR 2t 81 &l &, ST A9 1T 2l AT &1 %8 &1 3ATST ART
T T AIER Bl 37T =7 STidl & GRET 3R GRET & o1y Isi IR Ueb Hecaquf fqege &
HTez | & 9t &1 Y&l 81 AEeH (CITES) Ud SIeRTSE T FHeilar 8 81k YR <o 7 Y &
S ey AT 78T et ol R w3l St yer 5301 Sit & Aiqed 5 I8 Ueb Hecaqul
fereRIeh STTST AT H URKI f3haT 81 S UTING 81 & d1G 3Td WIS Udh SfaRSERT FHei T
P TRy wId fireT SITQH S 53T b s Hecaqul e fHer dtet &, T 319 b
HHCT BT AT T3 BT AT &R IR T 119 dIS l o Hf F& 7T W & b1 R
GRT fAfRIeh HI=IdT 7 fifet U & BIROT qRT H RIS TR B Adh S BT a1 oY &Y T8
oft 3R AT D fAferes AFgaT 7 ST ST & HRUT HATeT GRT s IR IR {3 1Y) <feset
319 TR ST Ueb HheldlT b JRT IR GG 71T &
(1630/GG/SNT)

ST TR W I JIaiaT aIS P 0, i AT D &I F3iT 8, 3T AR IR <@
T & fo IThT SR & PRUT S BIcit 81 2ffl Tg Hecayu fawr ST 7T X8 ST
ofT| <ifdhT 397 fagiges & aTRe 81 o q1e § 530t it &1 g=yare 1 o 9 sl o g wha
BT FADT ALIEIT DT AMADBR < & 81 7T TR AUH-37 AT H = el &b ERET B
o ST ofY BT T BT, ST URT STRIBR et ST ST A8 §7 ALATEHT b 37 A TAdH
RIS H 1Y g Siig FH{cT b TN 8 Ueb Tt ey &b off 13+ 81T, free Iy
B ST T TR W I SAa] b A&V Dl Fare vy I MR foTg ST &7 U fferpR
ST et SITQ g9t ke A 31R a5 go7 71T 39 fqages & #reed § 8 ST ¥eT & fb
I foredt AQ FTeT UTdh o 70T h_AT & Y A &1 H 37 dTel fore +ft 77 &, I7h AR
3T T 3 T ST 211 S T8 IS WA 8T &b I8+ dTel @Rl r aret off) aifd
319 39 AL &P AT H 59 T SHPT PBIgcl ANt el & ST, I8 db J AN
SIRYBR I U HoT BIcT &, Iep! JRIGKT fobaT SITQT| H Ue ITERT &< RET & (b BN
T8I U TAT eet UTdh 3iR JTEag A9 UTdh 81 Hed Yol H $9 oRE A &g UTd ol S
S & § 31 g1l 9 8, I Mg GaId & v9 5 47 8, elfchd 981 &R [JhrT & AR BT a5
TS ST &l

ST IR o1 ISl 8, 3R UamId 9o |l a7 U, Tpel |l a1 0, ol I
eI 9T el & SR I THM AR [t BIIT 81 U1 H Al SIS ! Uh WS & IR a8
“IeeT UTh & HiTR &, ST a9T8 | 9% 81 AT 81 S STI-URT P g &b AN DT 95T
TRETT &1 R8T 81 § AT HAT ST ST LT 39 TR TP PRI ATE & [ P dIot g
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OT €, RIS b T ARBR IATT < I &, gy it g oMot S ol J&¥ o € fob S
HISATGAT AN DI ISHI TS BN &, IqY DT Aaa el el §97 et o a=7 Siiar am
TIRTCRIT <hT HehCHRT FSTICRIT T SRR QTR UR hfrc] peiae AISCH Bl AT bR
T S UTET TohaT AT 81 1R bt ST TRt abT T ARE0T S &1 S I P e
H YR BT I@erT | fpar Tar 81 GRIET &3 & I8 TeE o forg T deme 81 I8
SRR = e el GRaf TR FREUT I Gaer &1 $HH gevyfer 3R Sfiq i1 QMmaet €l
ST TR & o eIt ool o 31y AR 3iR iR bt e ot g7 wrae & dea
e ST SFferwrvT fohy Y S HTforIt T 98k <@ & foTg 39+ e 8l agd
WY TR 8, SiY 31T ot ST 81 gt &) F o1aT & Y ATt e g J A FAT S T
TSR o Ule, S, Sid, Iardt 96 o &, offe J eR-¢N JH 81 38T 81 3R S+l ARfarT
e STTQT & ¥4+t R R 3 STt sl s AR GRT ffeae erdif o SR FdTfed
THIUT-U I dTel Sfchd! GIRT STifde TTfoRIT & SieRur a1 URee e & fofy Sudy I8
faSRre FRATIfer R RET 81 R UTRIaRT SITfid RdT & 3R ARBRI Y IS ST,
STRIRUIT, AR ATTRT TR TR &1 T ST R BT 3TfeepR 7 I ferep < 8l
e J ull oiR STHaRT & Al Bl | Gellag fbar 1T &, e TSR gRT A=
PR T GREM 3R FRRMT J& BT <feb T& a7 Siidl b TREIV BT HHT &, TIR T&l
fFRIT T Y ST Hhes STer Uged! IR §HN foig & eRell av fifetr om | 1951 & ar &
TSI =¥ 3TRIC b ST Tep T Dl UheT 31N ITDT TR fhaT IHD 918 IHY s Id™
42T 83 37T 51T & IR e +ff aTge TSR &, DT ST 3R DI & al 8HN e &
Y ST 81 9 2016 H &7 <l 7 Gl 8FeaR | dT9e IR AHRI S48 & 37R 25 BFeaR
DT el AR TR @M 81 3t off a87 a1ee SR & oI erad 81 g8T 28 HSTicr 8 3R
TRTHT 200 ¥ SITET U TG-S &, FTeTepT TREfUT & X&T 2
(1635/SRG/RV)
HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): Please conclude.
Y ToreT RiE (WAAT): H AT 5T St T &1 $9 3R AT A18l § fob S e o
ST DTS SATCHT &1 I bISIZAT T T TR [T ST? EH ‘Sepl ATy’ T ST &1 SehT
T IR & I SiTeT T T YRET =1 T B o 81 H ATeaT g fob W foferT it arerd
8T, TS I e UoeT F 81 a7 <27 o fobedT SR It H 8, I AR& F fof 3FR 8 fay
UTIET §9 Tac & HTedH I 81 G IT fohv Tare & ST T &l 9T 5 A1 53T Sff
3T fITRT T €A 3TPE BT AT {3 T & b §7 a7 St & AR 1R IR&T H 98]
91 7ET &l Hebll &l

HEIeY, § 39 fdiet ol IR TR | Gl SRaT g ggael

(3f)
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1636 a7
#Y g afvarer (AFIR): GHORT 78IS, e H 3T 97 Sitd (FRE0T) Feme
faeyes, 2021 W Tl 81 &Y &1... (Tae)

SR FAAT Sff SR ¥ 3T &, I8 89R oY Mg 1 91 81 I ST &
R fGRAT LI | IS & IR g UG 81 F Sitg TRIET & TG D
GTETY 81 TSR T J-H1T 5T 99T &1 DT AR AT I e <

eI, fa8e & Ieedl 3R BRI & BT H foRd IR I8 8 a7 S
SREIUT BT, 1972 H T o foTq <I1dT SiT 28T &1 H JAT1 ATedil & feb YRe T &
TI T SIT AT aTet 831 7 A U 81 § AXDPR I Ig PHe1T d1edl § b TRISTT -
ST b RITTh 8T SURTE IT Jooie b HIel H SHMT T G A F8T JER ST,
SIfehT BT H HORTT A HORTH Tl 3R TN H @RI PHRaTs AT SRaxy a1 F FAT
ST T &1 3TN PRl Y TS I DTS § feb 3773 TG, T, b TR HehcHR]
OSTIIAT T eTTeT el 5 HIRA § UTS ST dTell 239 Sfial bl SoTricril e &, fH
TITTNAT BT 45 TSI, Ufarit ol 23 USIfrat, TRIGY T 18 FSITicRIl, IHITRT
39 YNt 3R Tafordt T 114 TSIl ANMfiel 81 AR ISR & I Gaft MSraoT
Y SRTTTT T SJHITT &1 2T &, i fRfeToieiep &

AT HEISY, 31T ISR o 3Fex I8 S 8Tl 31T HT I8l F 31 &, 59 1 &l
3 3T &1 3T & 35-40 HTel Ul &t 91T &1 85 S0 §31T el <, Tdhel § Ul Al T
o 37X SI9 DI U AT AT A1 g 3T AT 377t & 3R IH AR §Y U T AN I @Il
o) 3R 39 et cIvE ol griver Tel thetet offl WR, 31T g 39 &7 1 & feb U A=
Y& & 31R S8 IOM dTetl el 8Iclll SY BT8ThR 72 Sl &, &4 el Sl 81 g
A efR-R H 81T ST 32 81 H AR 3T ST BT &1 §97 31K A1 9t g

H TS Gag Ueb (SfSTceT UfehT UG T 1Tl I Heheuw 3R JHUT HofTfcrl
P SIPR SRRACTRT 3Tt VI FCfoToid (S1.37R.31TS. ) Dl af 2019-20 i b R &
gaTeT A I8 forar T fob AR 5} Hehe IRl FTTCRIT ahT ST 1Y TR feiroi s
81 TP AR g BT s MY TERT foidT SHH ch i T H3iT S, o= Shia DY 3fR
W Al DT bR g aTel ds Al Rifcrd 81 v afaiRese = J31 &7 18
fSeR, 2021 BT ‘S TFRT AT SISIT DI Wb WeR &P gaTel A TR b HERTSE b H&
ST ¥ BTRAIT I R (37ETHT) GRT FTfeTeT T8 HSUIT U YfeTthe dethak T¥e
& U< 1T T T TR H IR TAT & fop ReARRT = SR, Toire & SATfUe 7o
RIATSRT & oieidh 280 Tdhs & H U FRIfSITER a9 &, ST8T o= Sitall &bl ehs TroTTfer
T YGE BT ST &T 81 Sfery Shfdd g1forit & SiRauicer o 3¢ a9 &Y Uget I8
fererren & 3aT &l
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BT o fIsRr o 997 IR ehTeIT & UTererT=T &= Sitd | o TR&Tur ehl foerm g orfey
T fAIeT 7 SR 81 399 =Y N O 3119 Sa19 < af Reeffey Y STo) TUE o o i ot foet
ofY gTeTdl 7 foosiT ORE @r 310 URaE 7 @l T8 319 g

T Sft, 31O S e 39 fAeae ¥ fhv &, STd! R s dNg Pl hIT Bl 31T
G T 8T & b Pt TRBR 7 JHITT FATRHIT & STIR W A SR P SRR
T el TN R b AT UR = Sl GREI0T TR, 1972 H g UDR P ANET UL
fepU & 311k 3P BRI AT B & ToT1T d=goiidl & foTU T WaRT U &1 FepelT 21 frowsi
1 e & [ T BIRRIT T IR Y 81 Hebcll & 3R HIS[ET PILT P A& cThSeEN,
AT, RIIR S STTaRY T et GRET BIFT ST el &1 TSI, 7 STERT T 8T e
TR IS PRATS T8l BT 3R §77h TSI b R BT ATIR H FSITRT 81 T MMLIDT 81 D
AT & Pt p IRATAIT NG b Tl XIS - ST §1S P PRIg-uiel (IS & ST hr
3NTITHT STATS TS Bl IE HaT AT & b 5T 3= ST SIS Pl S8 BI &of Hi Affer s o1
e foha 1T &, RRTeh Uty 7 aY thet ofv &Y Tty a1fhart &t 3Tk 7 &1 3 Sarees &1l
SR o AT ST STaTe <t gU T Y o §9F et o =] H ST O STTeiapIY &, IaT ot TR
3t fama 21

AR 7B 1S, § STTddh ATERM & AR AT Sit A T8 ST T8 § 1o I (FRE)
ST, 1980 & WG & AR el oY T T o Y WR W= |fed R a4
BRIBETI! P foTq e bl TIPIT SRR 81 W H foiep 31 71, 2022 Teb Tt & auf A
TSI H 145.45 8acaR 3R <97 & fAfr= Il  38,846.7 84X 9 8F § Q= &
T ST febarm M e 3T ORI |fe <21 & T vrodt & Ut & 18 SrgAfer @
e R & for Uep S ST eRaTeR I8 STid dRa Bl fdaR 5 & fob el 39 TR
<Y TS START T 3TTS H I &1 7 STFANT & 31 &FtheT & AT @ 718l &l 38T & 3R a7
8T H G I AT AR UR ITa<] oI¥ T T oieh 3TTUehT &7 foR &, I8 31T 319+
SATE H SRR M|

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Please conclude.
(1640/MY/AK)

S AT afFaTet (AFTR): FHIART HEled, ISR & “HRAYR fSfet  U8TS| 1 & & fofy
3R 313 G BT DhaT & fofY el FASTIRTT ST BT TS HRAT US| J8T Sih! J &1
TS 3R I GIRT T TV 3T b SR Tada 3R A3 St &bt 71T I3 I 8 T
RGN 7 TRFET & TN o T, fepT aredY oft asT s w3t 3R faeyent & ohaR i
& IGP foru Aeers ST T 71T 33T S a8T pRATS DY Tl B

w1 ST, H ST €T STTHE BRAT TR 16T fAoTy &R Sif 1 8] fetar fa 3q
SHTE-STTE ST &l PRATS BT I8 &1 SAIT, 3T g&T W ST T BRaTS BHeaT S| IS
o o q BH S D PRATS D g3 &1 8 TS & 1o SIT T AT, TR F3f1- e 3
& I & IR o, S RIcATh BRaTS 81l ... (IIe)
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HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): Please wind up. The time is over.
... (Interruptions)

S STAT AfFraTel (AFIR): TR Heled, 3T TR Wise 8l lafoll e & foly a=g-
Shat g Oet Y S 7ETT €, S Fe URRIT 8 ToreRn & SR et & Seteet 3 A o
<Y f9#1E & gca A 363 @M =T qATeRT S <& & foTg afore T, I8 Sfisry ST 2l

TR, 3T H YT 1T FATH IR 8T 5| 85 DINEC Bl FAMT &, effch AT T ATIHATAT
3R Blce ATATRAT & &9 H 37T g &F AP 7 8 A% U< & o fofel H R qeTsriR
ITRIRUY H T &R A SATT Plel x0T 81 T8T FUR P T R ¥ Ta-HE o SHDI 3I-
HAfeT A ge™ o haar 6T, SRT IR AW 1T Sod =R = HeT old ¢ b 73
St 39 R oft eur <
HON. CHAIRPERSON: The next speaker is Shri P. Ravindhranath.

... (Interruptions)

S} ST AfFrarer (AFMR): TR, WR:7 SRR 91 81 F R4t Wb e T G5 oMM ST
o ARIET MR bl Y BT ARMIT PR bl ATaRIedr 81 8ARY [T T-eR g &, I
PRI T 3R SITR &Y fH T TR PR BT TR 81 Ire TMTerrah & forw et
PN T INYRTY g T TR &l I SR ROTd & foTT UTaer= & HepdT & dr Ty i forg
T 8T 81 FebelT 81 31 T H e ReepeT SART thefl 53 81 I WR 10T ST’ 81 319
3T sft Sofia arferar St =1 Fe foram 81 3% fofg S oY IToTeer™ & 3ieR OISt 81 T &r
TS AT BT SoiT AT STV 37R SADT FaRIT S| HoAT SfY, 31T ST Uget ST A |

TRIGY, BRT e BT Uh ART AT 8, ST BN IORRAF BT 2 IORLA & 3fex e
R ST &1 ... (SJ9eT)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: You already took seven minutes instead of five minutes. So
many speakers are there, and the Minister has to reply.
St ST SfFaTel (ATIR): FETRT Heled, H She & IR N BE 8T Tl TS e [IgH et
ST %8 81 39 5T U] BT ol et 1T, @ifdhT Se bl B Femr AY, 39 IR R arer
BT IR AMR, PR H Irc & Hel TRT A1 3T 3R I UG PR 371V 8l BH e DT FdTHT
81 3TTI I 1 U BT &1 & 13T, <1feheT TSN AT Ie UTerT Bl T 81 89 e Bl
AT Bl.... (STTET)

(3feT)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now, nothing will go on record except Shri P. Ravindhranath.
... (Interruptions) ... (Not recorded)
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1643 hours
SHRI P. RAVINDHRANATH (THENI): Thank you Chairperson Sir for allowing
me to speak in support of the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021.

Wild life conservation is ingrained in our ethos and has always been an
integral part of our tradition and culture. | belong to Theni in Tamil Nadu, a
District with nearly 36 per cent forest cover, which is much higher than the
State’s average of 33 per cent. | am extremely delighted to support this Bill
brought by our Government. | am a keen admirer of our hon. Minister of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Bhupender Yadav ji, who has
always taken effort to promote futuristic, inclusive and sustainable development.
| also wish to thank our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi ji, who always
emphasised the principle of climate justice aimed at providing a level-playing
field to all communities across the world. Under Clause 30 of this Bill the Central
Government will designate Management Authority that will grant permit for
export or import for trade of specimens. This historic combination and
coordination of administration and science by our NDA Government will certainly
balance our wild life.

(1645/SPR/CP)

Clause 13 of this Bill provides that the management plans for a sanctuary
shall be prepared after due consultation with the concerned Gram Sabha. This
noble and democratic plan of involving the Gram Sabha again comes from the
idea of an inclusive India as set forth by our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi ji. Before | conclude, | would like to make a few submissions which | wish
to place before the Government and the hon. Minister of Environment. Around
25,000 peaceful forest dwellers and people have been living in the areas under
the Kadamalai-Mayilal Union, mainly the panchayats of Meghamalai,
Varasanadu, Mayiladumparai, Kumanantholu, Thangamalpuram and other
areas under the Meghamalai forest region for generations which comes under
my Parliamentary Constituency in Tamil Nadu. Sir, these 25,000 brothers and
sisters have lost their homes and livelihoods as a consequence of the erroneous,
arbitrary, improper, and faulty inclusion of their dwelling places under
Meghamalai Wildlife Sanctuary in 2009 and Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger
Reserve in 2021 by different Government Orders. It has affected the right to life
and livelihood of forest dwellers and the people of Meghamalai.
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Sir, | sincerely support that wildlife should be preserved and protected, but
at the same time, the fundamental right to life of forest dwellers and people living
in forests must also be protected under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.

Sir, the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 empowers the National Board for
Wild Life to recommend alteration or de-notification of the area declared as a
protected area. The Board is performing its duty very well, but due to the large
size of the country and the population, it may not be possible for the Board to
reach every affected person in the country. Hence, | request the Hon'ble Minister
to allow every affected person to file complaints before the Board by extending
its jurisdiction through this Bill, which would give the affected people, like my
brothers and sisters of Meghamalai forest, an opportunity to receive justice from
our Government that has always upheld justice for every section of the society.

Sir, in the public interest, | request you to kindly refer the Meghamalal
forest subject to the National Board for Wild Life. The Board may consider
recommending a detailed examination and appropriate scrutiny of the erroneous
surveys that became the basis of notification of the concerned area of
Meghamalai forest as a protected area. Sir, such an action will enhance the
confidence and trust of the citizens in our Government. It will be an opportunity
for the affected people to get back to their lost homes in the Meghamalai forest.

Sir, this Bill is a great step towards the protection and effective
conservation of wildlife. So, | support this bill on behalf of my AIADMK party.

(ends)
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1648 For

#Y ST frsr (Sram): IR J8Iey, N g3 39 [eNe 8 W) =@t R &
foTq STFHfcr ST 2T, $%7eh foTU # 31TUehT grgaTe <l §| aNid H g fererres g9 91 T
THTUT 8 o SR ARDPR RIS RT AT e oTehr SR RIS FHERT o FHEN AR
T fTST 3IR ST Hehed URETard aldT 38, I8 39 I8 & J1edd A URaAfad gidr
81 39 48es & ATee I HIATSCISYH, ST 9= JeI(crl T oH TSTIcrl 3R Ich
SRR SATIR 3R IRRTT, ol U gevneMa é%vsqmm‘ﬁﬂﬁr IR
FART U€ BT, TRBHRI & TeT T RIS FHAT 8, ST G Pl & [ 3=
L3N Q& diet o AT A SORISE I SR ¥ JSATfRIT o TR & HfcT Febe Jedw
Bl 39 IR W, 3 faerrepy o Aensisesr & e il 3R uga & T ol 3
fAeTH B b WaRT b STER IR SfORIT o aeflepret febarT TRIT 81 §97 hed o & <2 bl IR
& H1eTH I T Gellag T P AR Bl AR R T sreaegesd aidt 81 a0
Stat Ud gl T THITT TSIl & SIRTSERT QTR IR Seaier AT Stfae gerai
& TN o T BT fATFRIFT 9 BT HIRT R Bl ... (FIEH)

(1650/NK/UB)

A T SfFraTet (ARTR): T Heled, B1g hig-e e 78 8l

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): Please continue. The hon. Minister was
sitting for more than three hours.

£t ST frsr (Qam): q8Iey, $9S A1 8 T, WUR & JRATI-FIfT B iR
Ue RaT 8l ol IS Qfth & olFieT & faRur Yge UTfeIeRur & R deer
TS §Hb SFTHR Y& UTRIHRUT b e T b oTq UBeI forg T SUANT R Fehell
B g7 ST TRevT [G8e et &fth & T @f ga faftad o, FefeT a1 se
Y fraffRa sear &l

9 I & A1egq  3Mh™e faely usnfcRit & 3T, R, i,
TRARYT, AT arerar HfefRra o=e &t S1f¥feR T 81 89 T8 U MoK R AT
&7 T faeft gter &1 arefY rorer Rig St g W& & foh 8N Set1ep &Y T BIdT-Bid! STel-
gfeat g 8 78, v faceht dier MoR e it aoE | e 8 mm 39 avE B
3epTes faceflt TomforRat €1 39 faeae & ATeT™ & 39 R Ad R 3R EARY Sl
gfear SiR T Urey Pl A& 3R gfg PR H HLeh BRI FATERT 3R = e
& SiTe R DS TfThel THTd et T bt SHTehTHes HSITIT T STect e oIl ST
fAIIERT R & foTQ g ARPR T JAferepel el ol
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st TR p [T AT b SFTAR G I Siid R GRT SFTHIE b AR
IR e ST 9 feres & Ha_y S 91 &1 TS & fb ST TRl &b H1edq o
ST 811 T epIRT BT S b AT & 8T W& dTet Sil T FHER & Il &, I8l UTH1
T G BT Wil A IRT IUINT PR Hbl|

$9h AT & § e AT <1, &= SHal & DRUT Y[E AT e Sie bl
BT T BT BT B BIcH &, BHN TBT AT STt YR 3R AT [PHATAT DT Bt Bl
TE IR I &, TN I PIRT & BT $77h JaTmat iR &figfel &t w—uTs & forg Iarey
8U 81 9 BT P aois & T J3TaSi &1 et UraT 8 98 go-T 39dfe & fob S
THA BIT & I8 b T 718l fireT Ut Bl

BRI s ARDR S & o R <97 § Tep FHfrera DI 1T A, e T
T T 81 b 7 9w aggaiy A foh=aiT ol il &1fcy Bicit & IT A4saT T BIciT &, IFD!
wRTS <fter & <ffer &
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude.
St ST st (fam): Ui 7RG, s ATer & a1 & R § 79T RiE Sft g [
o o HRT ATl feTT egTse SIgR AHRI &, STel ¥ cglee TR 54 3eTid A I
31T 1R g1 ST & theefl 3741 <17 8T8 TSR &, oAb SeTeh! Tt &1l & R0l
IS Y QTP = S &I [o1dT 81 IHehI STier RT3 STV feb erIT BHRYT & fob AR-ATET Bl
& dracje AT T a7 & of I8 €, $HDT G HRAT S §9 RE Dl
aTRRfIT <t ST, <7 gaT AR-A1ST @Ige SR AT, HIYR SFR TN BI JSH
feh2T SHTQ) ST AT H gl B BT, 3T RS R G i T TR fehar ST
319 31 dlef BT IR (T, Igd-agd &=IdTel

(gfer)
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1654 o
S} T AT (SFAART): TS FBISY, ATges ATeh UICde Tae, 2021 & 39 989 5
fOReT R o T ST < o fofy a8 fshaml I8 ST e[ Il ST &7 &, It is part of the
Treaty obligation. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) & A & ST ST &, 3ifectie & 2% & R IR ATl ST &7 &1
(1655/SK/KMR)

T UfthfIe fivTeT ShHadh i de- BT YT & difh dTges oligth BT ga1d fhaT ST,
Raarr A9 43 &, RITH U TpIT IW@T T[T & AT Tellthe Pl TaRItATSe fohaT ST, U @RT
qed bl H SeIfASaTel UTeetd UR &l STHT TATE, HRT I8 TS & [ FESl Bl a7 4 P
EIRYeT el BIAT & ST e MY Hfdrceped! ST Weis IR P8 BT T | DI IR ST Fehaa
ORT BT TATSY S, H SL-DHRHIR bl FTeT gl T8T SRITTH AL UTdh &, dT8es ollgh UTd 8l
D U B: P PG FHC haelol 8, Sl BRI T UTeJecd 8dT 3 SIed! 8, T8 A UTdh o]
JATRR &1 38T &1 The national park is home to an endemic species there. I8 & & A &
ST ST 81 98 Rydrer ST Feel UTd & ART T H el gl T8l ST 8l e 379 BT
aT ST RR &, AfhT IS T 8T P 3B &, DI 8] IR 08 &, Pl FoilaT DI Tal PR I &
5 TRT 7 811 I B & 99 &, $77h! ST AIGTS 81 8l Ueg2 3R Y ST e thaeist &
81 3ET &, S¢ dolcl B & forg, Vel A & oy & fohar T& 51 &7 21 19 Joiy gawhieh
BT, Ueh d50S g Dol URIAT H TGS HIST T goTTold aF ST I8t &1 Uep AU BT
TIREY Tg PHrorde IAh dATges lgh &, ol b SRIFICS 8, ISSichss 8l I8 AIfchigs
oL URAT 81 W 3TR WS ST H HISHT 8T 8T 81 FEwT DI a1 3 T BTIIeT BIT?
S 3FATAT 89 TH-PLHR N Fed g THHet 4 3R THHe di-thiciae I AFHT BT 81 B
ST <Ieft TS, Sl bl ST <Ietl T3, SO &bl ST TIetl Ts, T bl ST gl T8, fUsel &, aR,
UTer 7EN H i 3N S+ 2fdee R EHT T 3R I STHaR e &t Rt Rg o 38 &
3MYDT $HP IR H UiferdT T 8RfY Teh TR T 21 R SelTeh H ST uRT H ©RS A B8 e
Fargoret off, 8 s foar T 8, <ife S+t Refaferee & forg a1 @ =121 fasar ST et 81
3R 3T PIS PRIFR d¢ PR 32 8, ol BT AvFIR §¢ R IR & o 39 fory Refafercer Yoot
ST AT T et DITTY 3R AT5eS g TICTIT P DI H SCIET & 3R &HT Plgs
T 81 U 31 36! 919 &, 319 8HRT i T {3 TCHH & AT dTges It Dot
R & Uep BIfetRee Toer 8191 13U UgeT 31MUehT Seve 8IFT I1aV fh 3thdes oIFT &l Uicde
I 39D T &l MY UTegeT ATfe P 31T DI T Seles g ATl 31T &R =T bl
B, AZeS ATRH 3R Brhidide BT B+ g DNl

G ITATAT s N dlgoS ATSh P Dhrhioldc H BT PN I8 & Id doiel Ple Th
QT A UFEST 81 I HQ BT A2 d dg0e ATSh &b NCFT & o1 &, drorqar & foru 81 I drges
TEH fSUTEHT BT 2T €, S8 IvReaTg A8l &f ST <&t &1 S dwthictae bl Reiied v & foTU €,
T & fofg &, ST da, Aol el <f ofT <& 8l

PRT AT & fob AT 43 IR FoR STell ST Fifeh I 1S &1 I H=a-1 UIIaed ol

(gfer)




02-08-2022 RSG/RJS SH/MM Uncorrected / Not for publication 383

1659 hours

SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMTHITTA): Mr. Chairman, first of all | would
like to state in this august House that the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill,
2021 does not consider the ground realities and, therefore, it is against the
interests of people residing adjacent to forests. We are all happy to protect our
forests and wild life in its boundary, and | am sure nobody will oppose it.

Mr. Chairman, as you are aware, wild animals such as elephants, wild
boars, poisonous snakes, tigers, and cheetahs, frequently come out from forests
and cause harm to humans and domestic animals. Moreover, these wild animals
destroy houses, properties, agricultural lands, and crops. Millions of people who
live near forests are the victims of the attacks of these wild animals.
(1700/RCP/MK)

There is no mechanism to protect human beings, their livelihoods, and
domestic animals from the attack of wild animals. This amendment also lacks a
provision to protect people and domestic animals from wild animals. However,
punishment is harsh for people who encounter wild animals, even as a part of
self-defence. They have to undergo imprisonment for a period of seven years
in such cases. In case of threat of a snake attack, the existing law gives us two
options: get bitten and die poisonous and painful death, or we can kill the snake
for self-defence and live the better half of our life in jail. This is the real situation
right now.

Nowadays, the wild boars that come out of forests are entering the villages
up to 40 kilometres and are not going back to forests. They destroy the
agricultural crops and kill several farmers in my constituency itself. Kerala is a
State that protects 100 per cent of its greenery. At the national level, the total
area of forest land is 22 per cent, whereas in Kerala the forest land is around 30
per cent. Furthermore, plantations contribute to extending the green canopy.
Kerala’s forests and plantations cover 53 per cent of its total territory. Thus, the
farmers serve as the guardians of greenery in Kerala. However, this Bill does
not seek to protect the people, especially the farmers in Kerala.

The recent order of the hon. Supreme Court has declared that a minimum
distance of one kilometre of land shall be included as Ecologically Sensitive
Zone (ESZ) around the National Parks, Wild life and Bird Sanctuaries in the
country.
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If this order is implemented, it will adversely affect the normal life of
common man and farmers in the State of Kerala who are settled within the above
limit of land since several decades. It is very sad to say that this judgment is
there with the support of our Government of Kerala.

Wild animals should live in the forest. Do not allow them to come out of
the forest. Protect them in the forest. They may not be allowed to enter the
villages, which is a threat to human life. Developed countries like USA have
taken measures to control wild animals and their growth to protect people from
their attacks.

Hence, | request the Government to kindly withdraw this Bill and replace
it with a comprehensive one that has provisions to protect human beings from
the attack of wild animals. | also would like to take this opportunity to request the
Government to initiate the necessary measures to avoid human-wildlife conflict.
Preserving wild life does not mean that the law in itself should be wild which
threatens human life.

Thank you, Sir.

(ends)
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KUMARI AGATHA K. SANGMA (TURA): Thank you hon. Chairman for giving me
an opportunity to speak on this very important amendment Bill, namely the Wild
Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021. The Centre has proposed an amendment
to the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 to enforce provisions of an international
convention to prevent trade in endangered species. But the changes which it
intends to introduce in the existing law may by default do more harm than good as
certain experts have flagged how it would allow commercial trade in live elephants
and even reduce the protection of certain species such Asiatic Jackal, Striped
Hyena and Bengal Fox. The Bill, which was sent to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee for further examination, seeks to amend the existing Act for better
implementation of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). It proposes to rationalize various Schedules of
the law to fulfil India’s international obligation for the sake of protection of wild
animals, birds, and plants. On the positive side, it is intended to ensure that
provisions with respect to the Convention are part of the domestic law. Besides,
the Bill aims to also make the law simple by streamlining the Schedules. However,
there are certain issues which need to be addressed. The existing Act specifically
prohibits the trade in wild animals including captive and wild elephants. But an
exception has been carved out in the Bill by excluding live elephants from the
general prohibition contained in Section 43. The implication of the same is that the
commercial sale and purchase is no longer prohibited under the Act.
(1705/RK/SJN)

Clause 27 proposes to permit the commercial trade of elephants, legalising
the elephant trade for the first time in 50 years, which is a very dangerous and
regressive move. It also permits the commercial display of trophies, and captive
animals, and even permits the transfer or transportation of animals, trophies, and
animal articles. Sir, | would humbly request the hon. Minister to reconsider this
Clause, and not legalise the trade in live elephants.

Sir, the Bill also has provisions of ‘excessive delegation and unrestricted
power of the Central Government to declare species as vermin’, unlike the existing
law. Once a wild animal is declared as vermin, it enjoys no legal protection, and
has the same status as a domestic animal. It can be killed, traded, and tamed.
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Species such as Civets, Common Fox, Jackal, Martens, Andaman Wild
Pig among others, cannot be declared as vermin under the Act, in view of the
statutory protection. However, the Bill amends Section 62 by stating that only
species listed in Schedule | cannot be declared as vermin, while species listed
in Schedule 1l can be declared as vermin. Schedule Il in the Bill includes the
Striped Hyena, Andaman Wild Pig, Indian Fox, Bengal Fox, Jungle Cat, and
Asiatic Jackal among other species, which if declared as vermin can pose
serious threat to their existence in the wild.

We live in a time where we are threatened by climate change and
ecological devastations. It is a time when more species must be included in
Schedule I. Instead, the opposite might happen, which will endanger a number
of species. So, | would request the hon. Minister to reconsider this particular
provision.

There are also apprehensions that the State Board for Wildlife would be
rendered defunct by the proposed amendment. It is said that the Bill intends to
replicate the model of the National Board for Wildlife, and its Standing
Committee. It is pertinent to point out here that the National Board for Wildlife,
headed by our hon. Prime Minister, has not met since 2014. At present, the
State Boards, by virtue of their composition, are still able to speak in the interest
of wildlife. This will no longer be the case once the Standing Committee of the
Board is constituted.

On a positive note, | would like to say that there is one amendment which
talks about better management of protected areas. This is a very welcome
amendment. | hope that it includes the elephant corridors, because my State of
Meghalaya has several elephant corridors which are not yet mapped. | hope,
when you are saying that the amendment will improve the management of
protected areas, it would include better mapping of corridors, and better
management so that the human-wildlife conflicts that take place are also
drastically reduced. With these few words, | would conclude my speech.

(ends)
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1709 &

ST qaera T 0T (SFRTERT)  AHURT HEISd, MU HE A= Sild (TRE)
ey fa8ge, 2021 TR dle BT HieT T, 39 fofy # 3Tde! ggd-98d ggare <l
g

TR SiT, # 37TehT T IATHT AT b ST i 31IR 28R H & SiTet &1 bl
PIchy NETLT TS T BT &, FORIP BNUT SivTel U9TfId 81 Y&l &1 SiTeft UTforil &7 8
T BHH BIT ST I8 Bl 8RS AT H HeTdTe e IST O SiIeT 8 &, I AR S¥Ie T
&1 SFFRTECH 2T Ueb T & T TG feRIe!, TaeHIeT, ISUR, I a4l SR Refd Ut
1 Hetare gRWR § S SR Roid tRa 8, Bie-8Ic Tal § snfeaiRiay & e st
ST Y&l B J WAIITST T BT hrch SiTeT H &1 319+ TR P AT I8 & 3R IehT
UT-0T90T et B

TG ST, AT 31U ATeTH A IRAR A JE fo=ct & b STeg I T SfeetRad
a1t e it o Aetene <R Rord oRaT & 3feR 311 &, ST Jat b ST,
Y 8T & =1 STfOrIT ot Y R fieT aTghl Tiat o AR OR SFIIR 9K, HTef 3R <y
&Hol TR Y& 8l g IR GeieHT Wl 81 STt &, TRy il &1 ST A Frefl St &, 39
TR ot Aep TR T AT 3R a7 WO bt & ot grfhi
(1710/YSH/PS)

T S, # BREC fSUTEHT & Ueb faaT 7R T aree! g 3 JAaT R &l
3 G o foTq i arelt & ardiet vl & 3 I8 I8T | 8¢ ST 91T, FIfh I8 TR
Rore TR & 31raT 81 S+ R1th 10 &g B9 T Sy 81 31197 &6 THT § 3R $9T 10
TR U H YTd iRy fepT STl & A1 & 2T6RT 5 ST’ 10 ARG B0 H T R Fepil? H
B fSurehe I famdt St fohr S SgIaR 20 dRg B9 fhT ST, SRy 31+
URAR BT T FRIET S8 TR of SR ER §T ob 3R J8T R I 3TRM & I8 Hf Aol

FAMRT ST, Ao U e & aRYeH ot &H 8l %2 &1 I8 fuar & fovg 81 g
R Y ARBR BT &I AT ARV SFTeT F R Wl H {5 TS R 8, S d5es
UFHeR I g9 o folg off AR T €T <7 A1feql # Uep 3iR fImaT et <imec!
&Y qTgeS oTSth M & foTT I8 S foleT o7 X8 &, ST RIawaR, 1972 H Sl ™
31T T IFH 1S S g AR IHSHCH AT Y A AT AT8eS YR P DRI
SHIEHT TRAT & SFTF-U1T T fF T 8, 57 qX & IR Wl 0T A aATges U T8
PR T & 3R I Il A AN fh_IT 19T T ST JH_AT BIclT &, S foTq IAeh! A
I PT? BF A & [ diges URHoT Bl T T1fel 89 399 fooT ol JUIc ahed &,
oifehT ST T &Y T ST o TRAT & 3TRT-UTT BN ST AT TS-981 W& &, oI
Wl AR B, S2 g9 o ff T1ae g9R fSurdHe o o @nfev § feurdhe & a8
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HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): Please conclude.
STRTETT Fae Rfer T ([FRTER): Tl F8led, § AT 5ot J8IeT BT ]
T b SIS aRY, MIASYR, HAREST, TETS!, HGR Xefd, FRGeTaxT, SISiTq R,
SRR 1R WRearsT, 37 a4 831 A 9 TRE Pl TR &9 febarT 1Sl &l gl &1
FATIfeT RIS, FERTSE Al ST & 3Fax Tt STl IR STl A IR BIa
TORA 81 I H |l ST |15 BivHT PRAM! 21T, FI{h Ds TR SiTel] SR TS
IR 3T ST &, TRy GEfCHT &1 Hebell 81 g¥7eh 3TeTTl & e STl SR JeiT1 wTecil & fep o
fORT &1 o faaiTT et §, a8l OR A 45 4 48 ST T g it 81 g8l WR uTeiT et
AT P RO T ATSes YFHT TidT 5 UST ) ST & TAT IS WX 317 oI &, oy
SEICT 81 STl & STR SHTell 3 E9R S TeardT HIS-98 I8 8, I ST el Y GeRT
<& Bl
Y BT <1RU| AT B el Sfef, SiTet, ST 1R ST b fof T 1T 81 # SAT9ehT 3o
el fob H7 g8T oR ST Rerdve b &, I forq fSurcHe &b |rer <1 Anfey

(sfer)



02-08-2022 RSG/RJS SH/MM Uncorrected / Not for publication 389

1713 hours

SHRI SURESH PUJARI (BARGARH): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, thank you for
giving me the permission to speak on the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill,
2021.

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, | will be speaking in support of the Bill. This is a
much-awaited Bill as most of the provisions of the earlier Act have become
ineffective and redundant under the premise that the crimes against wild animals
in India and particularly in Odisha, are on the rise. The crimes against wild
animals are manifold in our society. Every now and then, the number of wild
animals in our country is getting reduced primarily because of four reasons. The
most shocking among all the reasons are poaching and poisoning, including
deaths caused due to electrocution and run over by trains in India. Therefore,
we need a comprehensive set of rules and regulations with biting teeth to protect
the wild animals in India. In addition, we need to set up more national parks and
wildlife sanctuaries across the country. In my constituency there is a wildlife
sanctuary called Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary, which covers an area of 346
square kilometre. | request the hon. Minister to bring about improvement in the
said sanctuary.

Sir, | am talking about crimes against animals. The Times of India recently
reported that on 25" July, half-burnt bones of an elephant were recovered by the
Special Task Force of Crime Branch of Odisha in Sambhalpur Forest Division’s
Dhama Forest Range.

(1715/SMN/SPS)

As briefed to the media by the DIG, the big pieces of bones were
recovered from the forest. Ashes were recovered from another area. Again, on
June, 2021, an elephant died due to bullet injury in the Sambalpur division as
reported again in The Times of India in which before its death, the Jumbo
remained stuck in a pond in Samplahara village for five days. The post-mortem
revealed that the animal had suffered from multiple organ failure, caused
infection followed by the bullet injury.

Odisha has been witnessing steep rise in the instances of crime against
wild animals which is evident from the seizure of leopard skin by the State Task
Force at Bolagarh in Khordha district which is very near to Bhubaneswar, the
capital of Odisha.
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On 18" January, 2022, The Hindu reported that the State Task Force had
seized four leopards’ skin. So, the crime against the wild animal is also on the
rise. It is needless to mention here that in the special drive launched in 2020 by
the State Task Force, 25 leopards’ skin were seized, 13 elephants’ tusk were
seized, seven deers’ skin was seized, and nine live pangolins were also seized.
So, the crime is increasing day by day.

In this connection, being a lawyer, | am very much concerned with this.
The crime rate is increasing and the conviction rate is decreasing day by day. It
is because of lack of training by the forest officials. It is because of lack of training
by the police officials. It is also because of lack of use of technology etc. as a
result of which the crime rate against the wild animals is decreasing day by day.
So, my appeal to the hon. Minister of Forest is that proper training should be
imparted to the police officials and to the forest officials. Technology should be
used as evidence because animals cannot keep evidence against another
animal like human beings. So, they do not have witnesses unless technology is
used. ... (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): Please conclude now.
SHRI SURESH PUJARI (BARGARH): | am concluding now Sir.

Finally, can we not change the Evidence Act in the event of possession of
any skin or anything from the house of a person? Can we not shift the onus of
proof to the accused person instead of holding for the prosecution?

With this, | welcome the Bill. This is a landmark Bill and this will help in
protection of wild life in the entire country.

Thank you, Sir.

(ends)
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SHRI THOMAS CHAZHIKADAN (KOTTAYAM): Thank you, Sir, for giving an
opportunity to participate in the discussion on ‘The Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill, 2021.

Sir, the Bill was introduced with many significant changes to which the
Standing Committee has done a very good job by making it better. The Standing
Committee lays down principles to implement the Convention on International
Trade and Endangered Species of wild flora and fauna and also for the
protection of the native Indian gene pool.

It has also rightly pointed out the issue of rationalising the Schedules
which should be looked upon by the Government and should be thoroughly
revised. The creation of a State Board for Wildlife is also a welcome step but the
constitution of the Board should be balanced and concerned to the agenda of
the Committee.

Sir, | have to mention a matter which has already been mentioned by
many of the hon. Members here.

(1720/SNB/RAJ)

The issue is regarding human-animal conflict in the State of Kerala. This
problem is not just only in Kerala but in all parts of the country. The suggested
measures are not sufficient to settle the issue of human-animal conflict. This has
to be settled because population of animals has multiplied in such numbers that
they cannot live within the forest limits. They come out of the forests and attack
the settlements; they attack the farmers; they attack the farms. During the last
10 years, more than 1300 farmers have been killed because of these attacks. It
is all good that we should protect the animals, especially, the wild animals. But
article 21 of the Constitution guarantees Right to Life for every Indian. The life
of humans also needs to be protected. While protecting the lives of the animals,
we have to protect the lives of the human beings also. My humble request to the
hon. Minister is to come out with some legislation in order that the life of humans
and farmers are protected. The people of Kerala have been demanding this for
long. All the hon. Members from Kerala who have spoken today has mentioned
about this problem in our State. My humble request is that the hon. Minister
should look into this matter.
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Sir, the Government of Kerala has requested the hon. Minister in person
that wild boar should be declared as vermin. But no decision has yet been taken
by the Government in this regard. The population of wild boar is multiplying in
great numbers. This point has been mentioned earlier. They are coming up to
40 to 50 kilometres away from the forest limit and they are attacking the farmers
and farms. So, wild boar should be declared as vermin.

HON. CHAIRPERSON (SHRI A. RAJA): This point has been mentioned by so
many hon. Members. Now, | will call the next hon. Member.

SHRI THOMAS CHAZHIKADAN (KOTTAYAM): Sir, | will finish in just a minute.
On the decision of the Supreme Court on buffer zone, the Government of Kerala
has already requested the Government of India to put forward before the
Supreme Court an affidavit stating that the settlements and farmlands will be
excluded from the buffer zone. | would request the Government to take up that
matter.

Thank you.

(ends)
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(p. 393-A)

1723 hours

*DR. THOL THIRUMAAVALAVAN (CHIDAMBARAM): Hon. Chairman Sir,
Vanakkam. This Bill has been amended and brought before this House for
protecting wild life. Is this Government showing concern in protecting forests and
the tribals living in forests? This is a big question mark.

There is a legislation to have 33 per cent of forest cover in the total land
available with us. It is a matter of great concern that 33 per cent forest cover is
not available in many of the States of our country. This is the reason for human-
animal conflicts. We witness incidents of leopards, lions, elephants etc. entering
into the human habitat. The reasons behind these are that the forest cover is not
maintained at 33 per cent, besides encroachment being made by humans in the
areas where animals are supposed to live. These are the reasons stated by
experts.

The resolutions passed at the international Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species are included in this Bill as amendments. The
amendments brought to this Bill give us a feeling of pain and suffering.
Particularly the elephants have to be protected. But this amendment allows to
sell and buy elephants commercially. If you are allowing through this Bill to buy
and sell elephants on commercial basis, how will you protect the elephants?

As per the survey taken in the year 2012, 30,000 elephants were found to
be in India at that time. This constituted almost 60 percent of the elephant
population in Asia. In South India there is a sizeable population of elephants.
But as per the survey taken in the year 2017, this number has gone down to
27000 elephants. We have just lost 3000 elephants.

* Original in Tamil
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(p. 393-B)

Elephants are killed due to accidents of electrocution because of electric
fencing and mowing down by running trains. Other than this, these elephants
are also killed by hunters for taking away their tusks. As the killing of elephants
has increased, this Government should be determined to protect the elephants.
Whereas, through an amendment to this Bill, it is allowing to sell and buy
elephants for commercial purposes. This is really shocking. | urge upon the
Government that this particular section of the Bill should be removed.

Another amendment should be made to this Bill. Till now when the State-
level Committees were set up, volunteers working with NGOs, wildlife activists
were appointed as members of this Committee. But now this Bill has ensured
appointment of only Government Officials to this Committee. The Standing
Committee of Parliament has already recommended for appointing wildlife
activists to be appointed as members of this Committee. The Bill has to be
accordingly amended so as to remove the section granting permission to buy
and sell elephants. Wild life activists should be included in the Committees.

Therefore, | urge upon the Government to take back this Bill and after
making amendments it shall be submitted again in this House for its
consideration and passing.

Thank you.

(ends)
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<. ArgIe AT (ReerrioT): AR STURT Feied, J3 Wed Ugel I8 del & 1o
Ry TfRar & I8 sreHT foet oM arfey o, Ia-T TfRar i 781 R T 81 ;R
B 14 &, Y[ MY AT b AR UT E1-ci1 fAe & dier & forw 8l

R GET & fob ST vaac S s O ST o1 #¥7er 8, I fdegper < fohar 91y
Fifch 3T H FSIG BT ISR 81 T8l ATl ST flfHcs TeRaeelR aheell & 3iR
SAN-3TTST FolH hT IorE A JaT BT I 3H-ReH Fafe 81 7 81 e it & et &
Ig 3Tt AP IR 18] T &

S TR 3, # e TTEd § (b dTses o1eh H Sl Hageris &, s dad
T T BIR HICaces UNATST &, T81 0 TS Pl JfoRT & R R UTeR <1 31ey,
I7e SiaaTHCH T TATRY 3R 3T Ry Hff ST a1fdwl a8l gseer & UIfeT 8idl &
3R hiRee H e Hft FeqRer RIS €, I7ehT ff =R Blcit 81 ST ART G Iep!
A & foTT B

IISeS STS™ ¢INoH 95 &1 Jecaqul 8l 3MTST I UTel ATl Ugel Telidel siterdr §
IDT DI THTHT 120 fAferae SfefR AT 3IR T 22 Ffer ol I4d Sife e
R I BN frgrd™ § Y I8 15 TRUT I IFAR A & TeT 9@l ST I&T 8l Fhfe1g
ST T8 B THRAT A oF1 =18 3R & HHCT H T8l P JFDR TaRIRHCIoRT,
TeRforee &, 0 ATEfved ot HT H T 1R S STetTdT, S GIOaiT 39 &
Y P PR 8, IR Bl IR BIced &b Al fo-g ol &, dT ST W I HHET § [T
EIRY

Teh i1 STIT 71T & foh 80 URACT BIRTC I I&1| SHDT FciIolT I8 53T & fob g
STt ¥ FaAeITSe 3Thecs URAT 8T TV & iR T81 STl ¥ geeel & TSN ol UIfiT
81 3BT 81 U ARPRI 37 & SRR AT A A ST ST TR 81 +:¥ Reaee &
feb s Y TR MRegercs el 8T TR, afed Welcs SReH BIFT a1feul

TR, [TER ¥ T HF hRIC &l TaT T T R AT & § BRIC 8l T8 IR
fSBRISIR SiTTeT & 31k Pw 3l 8, ST Pear, ARMIS! siieT 8, H F3T Sif 3 3118 AT
T8 8 fob 377ep! i STty fobaT STy

Igd-98d eIl

(3fen)
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(1730/SM/PC)

1730 hours

SARDAR SIMRANJIT SINGH MANN (SANGRUR): Sir, | want to bring to the
notice of the hon. Minister and the Government that we are not doing anything
to preserve certain species like the household sparrows, the vultures, and the
bustards.

What are we going to do to preserve these common birds and species?
Secondly, Sir, there is a conflict between man and forest. Our tribals live in the
forests. But we are exploring mines and exploiting the jungles. With the result,
the tribals are suffering and their way of life has been disturbed. They have been
dubbed by the Government as ‘Naxalites’ or ‘Maoists’ and they have been shot
dead in extra judicial murder.

The Maharaja of Bastar who was fighting for the tribals was also shot dead
by the security forces. We want to know the cause as to why the tribals are being
dubbed as Naxalites or Maoists and are being shot. Will the Minister restrict
mining of minerals in the forests? The tribals are worshippers of nature and they
have been converted into certain other religions which is against the ethos of the
religions in India.

Now, the Government is also bringing Cheetahs in the wildlife sanctuary
of Madhya Pradesh. But the sanctuary which they have chosen, experts say, is
too small for the Cheetahs to survive. We would like the hon. Minister to tell us
something about this.

Sir, in this Parliament, | have observed both in Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha that ... (Expunged as ordered by the Chair) Will the Government do
something about that?

(ends)
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KUMARI GODDETI MADHAVI (ARAKU): Thank you, hon. Chairperson, Sir, for
giving me this opportunity to speak on the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill,
2021.

On behalf of YSR Congress Party, | would like to appreciate the
Government’s efforts for the implementation of CITES. The Bill aims to
implement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of wild
fauna and flora in order to prevent any threat to the extinction of the species.
The Bill provides for the designation of a management authority which grants
the export or import permits for trade of specimens and a scientific authority
which gives advice on aspects related to the impact on the survival of the
specimens being traded, thus bringing us under a global agreement, and is,
therefore, a welcome provision.

Sir,  would like to take the opportunity to highlight some of the successful
efforts undertaken by our State Government towards wild life conservation. The
number of tigers in the State has seen a rise from 47 per cent in the year 2018
to 75 per cent in the year 2022 with 64 tigers in Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger
Reserve, 9 tigers in Seshachalam corridor and 2 tigers in Papikondalu. It has
been done through the process of taking census with a more scientific method
employing drones and cameras. We are all proud to have the country’s largest
tiger reserve NSTR in Andhra Pradesh, which is spread over 3,727 square
kilometres.

(1735/KKD/IND)

We have also started the first blackbuck survey. The Andhra Pradesh
State Wild Life Department has started the first-ever survey for blackbuck along
a stretch of islands in the Godavari between Dowleswaram and Yanam with the
goal of drawing up a conservation plan to protect the endangered species.

Sir, we also have a nodal officer for animals. In Vijayawada, to prevent
cases pertaining to cruelty against animals, the NTR District police have
appointed a Circle Inspector as a nodal officer to protect animals. People may
contact the officer to register complaints pertaining to cruelty against animals or
cases of smuggling

So, | would conclude my speech by expressing our party’s support for this
Bill. Thank you. (ends)
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PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, | rise to speak on this Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Bill. The Bill had already gone to the Standing
Committee, and the Report was submitted in April this year.

This is a very comprehensive omnibus Bill with almost 150 pages. | do
not know but if this Bill could be subsumed into the Biodiversity Act, it would
have been better because in one Bill, we could have covered the whole problems
of biodiversity. Why two Bills are there, | am not sure.

The Bill seeks to create a Management Authority and a Scientific
Authority. My fear is that two more top heavy organisations are being made. In
our country, for anything, we make a new organisation and then, we appoint
certain people. Certain people are favoured. But actually, the problem is not
solved.

| would submit to the hon. Minister that this is not the way to protect wild
life. We have the Arabari Model in West Bengal which is taught to the
environment students all over the country where the ideal villages and forest
officers’ committee is formed. That has helped in preventing felling of trees, and
also damage to the human habitation.

Now, Sir, | seek the protection of the hon. Minister because in our State,
the problem is not that men are killing animals. In other States, yes, there are
problems. There was one Sansar Chand, who made the whole Sariska Forest
without any tiger. The whole tiger population was killed off. There are similar
Sansar Chands like there was earlier Veerappan in Karnataka who killed off so
many elephants for their tusks We, in West Bengal, are under attack. Pratima
Mondal is here. In her Constituency, every year, 50 to 100 people are injured,
and at least 10 people killed by man-eating tigers in the Sundarbans.

Previously also, | had mentioned about the Sundarbans, but the
Government has not announced any comprehensive policy on the lost mangrove
forest of this sanctuary. Destruction of mangroves will lead to storms, and will
ultimately touch the city of Kolkata. One needs to read Amitav Gosh to
understand what is happening in the Sundarbans Biosphere Reserve.

Sir, today, | must thank, in retrospect, late Shrimati Indira Gandhi. She
was the first person, who conceived the ‘Project Tiger’, and because of her, the
tigers got saved.
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| must also remember Salim Ali, the ornithologist who gave Indian birds
a definition. But saying all this, | want to ask the hon. Minister directly what is
he doing to prevent people from being killed by man-eating tigers in the
Sundarbans.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, you come from Ooty. You know, in Mudumalai, all
these elephants are going around. If you go on the road from Ooty to Mysore,
on the way, you would see so many elephants. But in your State, | do not know,
how much damage they do. In West Bengal they descend from the Dalma Hills
near Jamshedpur. Every year, they are entering the habitation areas. Once, they
get some alcohol, that is, mahua which is kept by tribals, they go mad, and
destroy property and kill human beings.

(1740/ KDS/RP)

Similarly, in North Bengal, in Alipurduar region, every year, they invade
the houses of tea-garden labourers. They also drink mahua and kill people. So,
what is the Minister’s reply in this respect? How can the Government protect
the human beings from wild animals in West Bengal? It is because elephants
are also being killed by Railways.

There are two Ministries. Engines are running directly into the herd of
elephants. The elephants also follow the same route year after year but the
Government has not announced any comprehensive plan to deal with this
Railway menace which kills the elephants.

With that, Sir, | conclude my speech. Thank you very much.

(ends)
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1741 97
£t sk Rig frer (TrgR Arfee): Fwmfcr SfY, Simoe 937 39 f9eT R dlel o Hiepr
T, 3P foly g

SITAT ST TR STt R 29T P eRIEN & ST AHTAAT 3R IS 8HRT i
8l ¥ 39 fet R SITeT 78T Ao AR P8 ggd Hecaqul Foied €, S # H3ll Sff
AT A& §| IHP 1S H §S ST

TR, TN IR ASCH &, 9181 IR P8 W died iR UlY &, ST 89N Q2T b Aifed
gier 78T 81 i b Uep 3R i & 31X U ST U7 81 U979 H IS AT SieT Al
el & 8, RrAeT geai+T FrTfareT 7 o 811 3117 J37 VAT Tl & fob SehT AToh el
AFTART YT ST <87 1 U= Ui, S a7eR 9§ 371 &, 399! A o forg &5 3% 7 oo
ST HRT TN

TR, ARDR YT SATST BT g IfedT BT PR Wl &1 59 & 399 H Uged!
RIS @ T 81 39 RBERI & o0 89 2 oRg & 99 Bl TR eiT, TR A_T
e & o 9197 & R off SiTet €, 9 9 aoi8 A T 8l G| PuT aRep 37T F T8
I 3[% febaT SITY TTfp 19 Y YR T QAT AT

SRR, G Ty AT el & U o™ BT 39T 8] I8 HH s dTges A1gh B
foTT AT TT 1 SR T&T TS &Y BT &, e ATy DRI Bl 81 AR-T HAT Sf F feyaee
& 1o AR I=T I afiSIaT, Bletorst 3R TATAT 81 A% SRy a8 Il &, ST d1ges Tt
& ismes. ... (STTTT)

(3fn)

1743 9
. FTIRiE R (Frarene): T TIUT FEIed, MU 9gd-a8d eraTs|

5 SATST g7 Sl TRET0T HLMET feRieh, 2021 BT GHLT Ral §U DT ATedl §
fop ART XI5 Fer 9T TRI9NeA & b 98 SeR S dwEar gl ... (SIaY) U, BIeaT
3 ergR Red 72 ueer 7 &l
HON. CHAIRMAN (SHRI A. RAJA): Be brief.
S1. STRig R (FTerene): R, arft 29 IRRg @ & Af¥es ST Icqa J=RIT T B
3T 59 1 BT 714 & foh He U TSR T & 3R SN T&T aTell bl rehl 311k Fm
gl

AEIed, § a8 off I AT & 3 Uit 3R av Sfiat &1 ANy T SaTeT S &,
S & U TCT A o F HAY o, AT 6 ISl Iqe TR o o, A1feh st e
= STaT G el b siter ATHORY & 311R ST S el 89 soal & folg 37egdT ol
ferersT T 4-5 T T Segar T Feriet Ureh, U § BRI &
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HEIeY, H 3TTUehT I TTET § fob AIRICH b ST 8RN 32T i fReerfer et 1
Afer 7 I o IRT 3T B9 G ol UK &1 59 e & el aTive 81 & g 8T ity
=TeI &1 UT RET 21 89 37T ShereT 200 UTIcrl e T 3R 600 HSTIcRIT ebT ST el
& ST 38 B9R 700 W HUR TSI 8, ST 397 ScRief STt qerm fiefept ke et
oy forerTl 31T fORT TRE & Wb HIMHIg ek = el fob el die, fTeRy JevaarT
g &, I8 17| TR 819 & I R Y ep o A Hee e
(1745/CSINKL)

RT3 &1 T S8R TEET BT 3R gh PRUT A ST Ry &5 a7 Silal b FREuT
o foTq ST ST, I T8 & AR BT ISR AT e, ST AR e

HEICY, H &1l GSITd ST AT ] ART I8 JATRIR H 7 37T 8, H 987 Ugel
T AT ST oM g™ TR Ay off s Yy ST8T IR A7 SRR sHIU O €,
g1 R §AR HITH I, UITH & qo1d IR FHIULT &b WU H IT JEIe P Y H 3R
SUTEGE & HY H IR & HAA1 81, A PRUT 8H Y S1IRUY G AT HeT a7 H
SifectH -Tal T

qEIed, H W GSIId &b wY N el dredl § (o 3l T e J &5 9g1d &
STCRTCT ULRAT bl TRTS 31X & T & foTu Uetet & gfaer & 8, § A1 31 it
ST 3TN BRAT ATEAT § b AT GRT P R 84 Nl I FeprdT ot SR T, ST
BN JUR S b ST &, STl e T [+1ehT_iT T STIBIR HY $HH < < cATch I ST
Hep g § GeT Al bl (Faem)

TeIey, & 99 Q-7 oI < ¥ET 8 RievR uR ufcrer e o forg ve vt e
I FERIT ST, VT R o AR b ST, R I el ST = et 3R SiTet
H 31 dTet AT T AT o AT AT STY)... (RIITH). .. (13TS)

(gfer)



02-08-2022 RSG/RJS SH/MM Uncorrected / Not for publication 401

1746 hours
KUMARI RAMYA HARIDAS (ALATHUR): Hon. Chairperson Sir, thank you for
giving me an opportunity to participate in this discussion.

We know that protection of the lives of wild animals and also the nature is
inevitable to preserve human life on the Earth. Even the Bill aims to protect the
wild life. The issue related to human beings should also be addressed. The
conflicts between wild animals and humans are very common in my
Constituency. It is unfortunate that several people lost their lives in wild animal
attacks. | would point out here that when we introduce such amendments, the
protection and measures for safety of human beings should also be discussed
and included in it.

Here, | would like to put forward the plea of the farmers of Kerala which
they have been making for several years. The wild boar should be declared as
‘Vermin’.

Sir, the tigers and leopards are creating problems in several villages,
including that of my Constituency. So, while we strengthen the law to protect
wild life, we have to also consider the inhabitants of remote areas and implement
measures to save human life in such villages.

When this Bill was introduced, the issue related to compensation of
victims of wild animal attack was also discussed and included in it. Several
people have died and some have been seriously wounded in wild animal attacks.
Wild boars cause extensive damage to the crops of farmers in hillside. All these
issues should be addressed. ... (Interruptions)

| request here to include such measures to address the conflicts between
wild animals and humans. Also, the provision of compensation for wild animal
attack should be included in this Amendment Bill. The clear-cut provisions
should be made in this Bill to solve the conflicts between human beings and wild
animals.

Thank you.

(ends)
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1748 hours
SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): Sir, | rise to subscribe
the view enshrined in the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021.

Sir, verily, the legislative documents have defined six clear objectives in
order to comply with the international agreement so that our domestic legislation
could be complied with that commitment.

The first objective is to ensure that international trade in wild life is legal,
sustainable and traceable by implementing the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The other
objectives are, protection of native Indian gene pool, improved management of
protected areas, improved care for seized and surrendered wild animals,
ensuring deterrence by enhancing fines, and rationalising Schedules.

Sir, India is a treasure trove of wildlife species which include plants,
animals, etc. India consists of 2.4 per cent of the world’ area. But we are having
8.8 per cent of all the recorded species in our country. It includes 91,000 animal
species, 45,000 plant species, four biodiversity hot spots, in addition to hundreds
of natural parks and wildlife sanctuaries.

(1750/VR/KN)

Sir, even our Constitution has recognized the sanctity of the animal life
and it has suggested that all sorts of dignity should be provided to the wild life
protection in our country.

Sir, in spite of all this, | would like to put a few suggestions and also a little
criticism in so far as the legislation is concerned, as the environmentalists have
raised some apprehension and concern on this legislation. First of all, the Bill
should have been opened for more time in order to garner the public views and
criticisms which mean that these suggestions could have enriched the legislative
document further. But this legislation has not given ample opportunity to the
common people of our country, and specially the civil society. These kinds of
concerns have been raised by the civil society itself.

Sir, there is another apprehension that has been depicted and the
environmental community is perplexed as to why this reorganization is taking
place, and on what basis the specific amendment has been introduced.
Reorganization means lack of clarity over Schedule reorganization. The
Government must clarify the criteria and protocols adopted.
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The Government needs to adopt a transparent and scientific criterion such
as the IUCN Red List which adopts criteria such as species distribution,
population size, trends in population, habitat status and threat. Public
consultations are also required to ensure scientific and transparent omission and
inclusion in the new Schedule.

| do not know how much spending the Government has been doing on
R&D for the wild life protection in our country. However, it is a very potential area
that needs to be exploited by our talented population. | do not know how many
meetings are being held by the National Board for Wildlife where our Prime
Minister happens to be the Chairman.

Sir, in so far as animals being declared as vermin is concerned, to that
point it has been suggested that the Bill may endanger 41 species of mammals,
864 birds, 17 reptiles and amphibians and 58 insects. This in turn may lead to
ecological imbalance and impact local food chains. Experts have also
recommended the need for a well-established scientific process for listing and
delisting species as well as the need to specify permitted management
measures rather than just direct lethal control.

Sir, again, on the issue of alien species, they can not only threaten
biological diversity of the ecosystem but also have a large impact on human
health, food security and economic growth.

Sir, Section 29 of the Bill is with regard to the use of water in sanctuary.
Here, | would like to highlight that the Bill proposes that bona fide use of drinking
and household water by local communities until they are settled shall not be
deemed to be an act prohibited under this Section. However, the definition of
such bona fide use must be clearly laid down ideally by the management plan
to the respective sanctuary.

Sir, so far as Sundarbans is concerned, our hon. colleague, Prof. Sougata
Ray also highlighted certain issues with regard to that. Before that, | would also
like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister towards a very important issue.
R, BN 23 H 78, afees ARY ST H UBel §N, S & d1e TR, I o dTe
& ShfehT 3TR I d1 Feol e dTSeecllgh it A aS! fehfel gevel &l
S SATEIAR TS & IR A I SeeiiTel o8 Bl 8] el IeT oS T b & foTq 31uh
URT T SIRAT 572 89 I8 TSI Il
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(1755/GG/SAN)

N AR fEgeT o, R ST 89RT <4 &, T8 S AT AT o1 &, Jo7
g 9T & fo5 I8 R fow oy & fo =& given the magnitude and wider
dimensions of this particular area. I, ST T JaxsT BT HaTed g, 8479 SR
o ToTU Gera ARY ST & ST STl 81 Gavawd o & foreTs T aiieraer o 81 I8
ART AT SHIRIEH &, 399 aF fove i 81 81 &, Uep al WiihooReT Taqu=919 &1l
€ TR R RART Gaqeaer 8l &1 MU ggi Sl &l e b P &, J A
NI T STETET 8, T8 <RI o Tl el Dl ARDBR T g8 I 81 FIT IHH Dl ThRII
BIcT 87 AT NI b &Tef PISTETI B Bl &2 S a1 I8 & fob Ios &R Yaxaa
Gl sﬂs'uw gIRIT ST Bl 5{14 International Union for Conservation of Nature
(JUCN) = 3TTuepT &/ forcier o 81 rife e aF foreTs aivetias 3 & 3R a8f Ml
Y e Plel HRR Tlic ft & Y& 81 5 a9 & of IR T FieTee IRGR A 31T AN
&Y PIS FTedIT BT 872 TGS Y T FAT 1T RET &, FIT S+Ih ATl 397 [T R s
ST 81 ht FTeT 87

TR, A b Yexa™T H H ScR a9 & dold Javad AT picil & b 8l
TET BRI Y dA1eTd § faeIeT rgt it H IRT TH=amen & e 81 ARBR fopsdt
DI TEITS &I P! 8 SHD ATI-ATYT BIR ST DI ZedaT TS Wk Pl 8eAd H
TR 8T 81 UPh{ST XeeTgel AT 3T 91 &, eifcb] feesr Hoel! Sif féged o &1 el
TR giFRIT A e 1T Aol &, S 0R Y Wehe UeT Bl ST &7 &

TR, AT YR T I PR o fo1q U] 31 PHed ISM MY ...
(ELI))

(gfer)
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SHRIMATI SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO (BOLANGIR): Sir, | rise in support of
the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021. It is an exhaustive Bill with many
huge improvements. The scope of the Bill has been enhanced to have the penal
provisions, which are welcome aspects of the Bill. Sir, | will just give a few points. For
Odisha, | want to request the hon. Minister that we have to increase the number of
national parks in Odisha. In my constituency, there are Harishankar and
Narsinghnath which are home to millions of species of fauna. Specially today, when
our Government and the hon. Prime Minister are promoting AYUSH and the
alternative systems of medicines, this would be a very precious treasure trove for us.
1758 hours (Hon. Speaker in the Chair)

Another point which | want to mention here is that there is no mention of forest
fires in this Wild Life Protection Bill. Forest fires are a great menace and a constant
occurrence. Last year, Simlipal National Park was burning for days and days, and
about 15,000 trees got burnt and a forest guard died. There was no way to control
that fire which - | support what the hon. Member, Shri Suresh Pujariji said — was
largely due to lack of staff training and lack of modern technology like drones etc. We
really need to put this in. Under national parks, it is mentioned here that no human
activity is allowed.

I 3TEET : A1 AGIRT0], THT I AT & AT e 6l driare! g9 faerge ot
HHIE b §QT & SY?
A AT 0eRT : St &l
(1800/SNT/RV)
SHRIMATI SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO (BOLANGIR): So, Sir, | was saying it
is mentioned that no human activity is allowed in the National Parks. But the truth of
the matter is that the villagers, especially the tribal populace which lives there sets
fire to a limited area. Then, it is absolutely uncontrollable to limit the fire, and it is not
possible to go there and collect the local forest produce.
AT 3TEAET : A1 S|

.. (IIgr)
SHRIMATI SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO (BOLANGIR): Sir, | have a request
for the Minister. In my constituency last year, the STF itself uncovered 28 leopard

skins. Every year, there is leopard poaching in Odisha. | would like to draw the
attention of the hon. Minister that this should also be taken into consideration. Thank
you very much, Sir.

(ends)
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The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bil|, 2021

Time Allotted: 04 Hrs.
Time Taken: 05 Hrs. 05 Mts.

The motion for consideration of the Bill was moved by Shri Bhupender

Yadav.

The following members took part in the debate:-
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Shri Pradyut Bordoloi

Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh

Shri A. Raja

Smt. Aparupa Poddar

Shri Kuruva Gorantla Madhav
Shri Rahul Ramesh Shewale
Shri Sunil Kumar

&Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh (intervened)
Smt. Sarmistha Kumari Sethi
Shri Ram Shiromani Verma

Shri Faizal P.P. Mohammed

Shri Jayadev Galla

Adv. Dean Kuriakose

Km. Diya Kumari

Dr. M.P. Abdussamad Samadani
Adv. A.M. Ariff

Dr. S.T. Hasan

Smt. Aparajita Sarangi

Shri N.K. Premachandran

Shri Ganesh Singh

& Minister of State in the Ministry of External Affairs; and Minister of State in the

Ministry of Education
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21. Shri Hanuman Beniwal

22. Shri P. Ravindhranath

23. Shri Jandardan Mishra

24.  Shri Hasnain Masoodi

25. Shri Anto Antony

26. Ms. Agatha K. Sangama

27. Smt. Navneet Ravi Rana

28. Shri Suresh Kumar Pujari

29. Shri Thomas Chazhikadan

30. Dr. Tholkappiyan Thirumaavalavan
31. Dr. Mohammad Jawed

32. Sardar Simranjit Singh Mann

33. Smt. Goddeti Madhavi

34. Prof. Sougata Ray

35.  Shri Jasbir Singh Gill

36. Shri Dhal Singh Bisen

37. Ms. Ramya Haridas

38. Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury

39. Smt. Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo

Shri Bhupender Yadav replied to the debate.

The motion for consideration was adopted and clause-by-clause
consideration of the Bill was taken up.

Clause 2 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 3 was adopted.

Clause 4 was adopted.

Clause 5 was negatived.

Clauses 6 to 10 were adopted.

Clause 11 was adopted.

Clause 12 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 13 was adopted, as amended.
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Clause 14 was adopted.

Clause 15 was adopted, as amended.

Clauses 16 and 17 were adopted.

Shri Bhupender Yadav moved the following motion under Rule 388 :-

"That this House do suspend clause (i) of Rule 80 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha in so far as it requires that an
amendment shall be within the scope of the Bill and relevant to the subject
matter of the clause to which it relates, in its application to the Government
amendment No. 9 to the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021 and that
this amendment may be allowed to be moved".

The motion was adopted.

An amendment for insertion of new clause 17A was adopted.
New Clause 17A was also adopted.

Clauses 18 to 25 were adopted.

Clause 26 was adopted.

Clause 27 was adopted, as amended.

Clauses 28 and 29 were adopted.

Clause 30 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 31 was adopted.

Clauses 32 and 33 were adopted.

Clauses 34 and 35 were adopted.

Clause 36 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 37 was adopted.

Clause 38 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 39 was adopted.

Clause 40 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 41 was adopted, as amended.

Clause 1 was adopted, as amended.

The Enacting Formula was adopted, as amended.
The Long Title was also adopted.
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The motion that the Bill, as amended be passed, was moved by Shri
Bhupender Yadav.

The motion was adopted and the Bill, as amended, was passed.

7.07 P.M.

(Lok Sabha adjourned till 11.00 A.M., Wednesday, the 3° August, 2022.)

UTPAL KUMAR SINGH
Secretary General



