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Sir, 
Sub: Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir and Drinking Water Project In Ramanagaram and 

Chamarajanagar Districts of Karnataka ( Proposal No.: IA/KA/RIV/ 4 77043/2024) .. 
submission of compliance to EDS raised by the MoEF&CC- reg., 

Ref: Essential Details Sought (EDS) raised by the Member Secretary, MoEF&CC, 
Government of India (Gol) dated: 02.07.2024 . 

•••••• 
Adverting to the above, an application seeking Terms of References (ToRs) for the 

subject project was submitted on PARIVESH 2.0 portal on 01.06.2024. Subsequently, an EDS 
was raised by MoEF&CC, Gol on 02.07.2024 and the compliance to EDS are as follows; 

EDS l - Draft Pre-Ftaslbl/lty Report (DPR) of tht Mtktdatu Project as final/std by MoJS 
and approved by Cauvery Water Management Authority. 

The ewe referred the DPR of Mekedatu Project to the Cauvery Water Management 
Authority (CWMA). The CWMA has returned the project r.eport to the ewe after taking a 
decision in the 28th meeting of CWMA held on 01.02.2024. For reference the decision is 

quoted herein: 

"Taking Into account the views of all the Members of CWMApresent In the meeting, 

Chairman, CWMA, mentioned that according to the views of majority of the Members 

of the Authority and in his view also, a decision is taken to return the project back to 
ewe for examination of various Technical/Economical aspects of the project for 

establishing its feasibility or otherwise, and further necessary action at their end
11

• 

EDS 2 - Details of Court Cases and its order Involved In the Project. 

The details of the Cases in the Hon'ble Supreme Court and the relevant orders pertaining to 
the Mekedatu Project till date are appended as an Annexure. However, It is pertinent to 
inform that the Supreme Court has not issued any stay In the matter of the Mekedatu 
project. 
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EDS 3 - Clearance In terms of Interstate Issues. 

The DPR now submitted to ewe is under appraisal by the various Directorates including 

Inter-State Matters Directorate (ISM). 

The Protocol for according approval for ToR by the MoEF&CC does not provide for seeking 

clearance in terms of inter-state issues as a pre-requisite. The question would be addressed 

by the specific ISM (Inter State Matters) directorate within the Central Water Commission. 

The ISM Directorate has initiated the process on 25.01.2019 as an internal matterof ewe to 

deal with Inter-State issues that might arise from Mekadatu Project. 

When protocol for according approval does not involve seeking clearance in terms of Inter­

State issues, the MoEF&CC is not restrained from processing the matter for according 

approval for ToR. 

The decision/ final order of the CWDT as modified by the Hon'ble Supreme Court has not 

barred the State of Karnataka from proceeding with any project in the Cauvery basin. The 

Clause XIII and XVIII of the final order of the CWDT as modified by the Hon'ble Supreme 

Court in the judgement dated: 16.02.2018 are relevant for consideration of the project. 

Clause XIII: 

'7he States of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu brought to our notice that a few 

Hydro-Electric power projects in the common reach boundary are being 

negotiated with the National Hydro Electric Power Corporation (NHPC). In this 

connection, we have only to observe that whenever any such Hydro-power 

project is constructed and Cauvery Waters are stored in the reservoir, the pattern 

of downstream releases should be consistent with our order so that the irrigation 

requirements are not jeopardized". 

Clause XVIII: 

"Nothing in the order of this Tribunal shall impair the right or power or authority 

of any State to regulate within its boundaries the use of water or to enjoy the 

benefit of waters within the State in a manner not inconsistent with the order". 

The State of Karnataka has been persisting with the MoEF, Government of India seeking 

approval for ToR since dated: 20.06.2019, but the matter has been pending for nearly 6 

years. Karnataka is of the firm opinion that there is never any kind of hindrance for the 

MoEF&CC to proceed with the matter for according the approval for ToR for conducting EIA 

&EMP. 
Yours faithfully 

e ng1neer 

CNNL, Irrigation (South)~ne, 
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