F. No. IA-Z-11013/136/2025-1A-1
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Impact Assessment Division

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan

Vayu Wing, Jor Bagh Road. Aliganj
New Delhi — 110003

Dated:8™ September, 2025

Office Memorandum

Subject: Fast Tracking of projects involving Mining of Critical, Strategic and Atomic
Minerals-reg.

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023,
provides for a list of atomic minerals and critical and strategic minerals in part B and Part D

of the First schedule respectively.

2 This Ministry issued OM dated 13.03.2025 for out of turn consideration of mining
projects of all Critical and Strategic Minerals so that Clearances of the above proposals are
done expeditiously. The above OM was issued since the Critical and Strategic minerals are
essential for the advancement of many sectors in the country, including high-tech electronics,
telecommunications, transport and defence. They are also vital to meet the ‘Net Zero

‘commitment of India by 2070.

3. MoEFCC is in receipt of proposal of Ministry of Defence (MoD) dated 04.08.2025
highlighting the usage of Rare Earth Elements (REEs), in defence sector, in production of
surveillance and navigational aids (such as radar and sonar), communication and display aids
(such as lasers, monitors and avionics), mounting system in armed vehicles and tanks,
precision guided munitions, guidance system (that controls targeting of missiles), etc. . MoD
has informed that REEs have major applications in manufacturing permanent magnets. which
are critical for defence equipment. It has also been stated the Mineral resources of these
REEs are scarce in India and their production and supply is concentrated in limited
geographies around the world, which poses huge supply risk for the country and requires
steady supply of REEs from domestic mines. Accordingly, Ministry of Defence has requested
that mining projects related to critical and strategic minerals may be considered as projects
concerning National Defence and security or involving other strategic considerations and

may be exempted from public consultations for grant of Environmental Clearances.
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4. Further, Department of Atomic Energy vide letter dated 29.08.2025 has highlighted
that Thorium extracted from Monazite (which is a Beach sand mineral) is a potential nuclear
fuel source for use in 3rd stage of Atomic Energy programme. Similarly, mining of Uranium
is essential in the first stage nuclear power programme and this requires enhancement of
production of these minerals by way of operationalization of new deposits of Uranium and
Beach Sand Minerals in the country. Accordingly, Department of Atomic Energy has
requested to grant exemption from Public Consultation under sub-clause () of clause 7 (III)
(i) of the EIA Notification dated 14th September 2006 to facilitate carly operationalization of
mining projects in respect of Atomic Minerals listed under Part B, First Schedule of the

Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957.

5. As per the provisions contained under sub-clause (D, Clause (IIT) Stage (3) - Public
Consultation under paragraph 7 of EIA, 2006, “all projects or activities concerning national
defence and security or involving other strategic considerations as determined by the Central
Government” are exempted from the Public Consultation. Further, as per clause (ili a)
provision under paragraph 4 of EIA, 2006, “Category ‘B’ projects, relating to the National
defence or strategic or security importance or those as notified by the Central Government on
account of exigencies such as pandemics, natural disasters or to promote environmentally
friendly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or Missions or such projects
which are inordinately delayed beyond the stipulated timeline as laid down in this notification
and also meet the criteria as laid down in this regard from time to time, shall be considered at

the Central level as Category ‘B’ projects”.

6. The above matter has been examined in this Ministry vis-a-vis the prevailing
provisions under EIA, 2006 and keeping in view the national defence and security
requirement and strategic considerations, all mining projects of atomic minerals notified in
part B and critical and strategic minerals notified in Part D of the First schedule of MMDR
Act shall be exempted from Public Consultation in terms of sub-clause (f) of clause 7 (III) (i)
of EIA Notification, 2006 (as amended) and will be appraised at the Central level irrespective
of the lease area involved in the proposal. However, the EIA/EMP reports of such mining
projects shall continue to incorporate amongst other aspects of appropriate mitigation and
Environment Management measures on the impact of the project on the local

habitations/populace, creation of social infrastructure like medical facilities, drinking water
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facilities, etc., skill development and employment opportunities, public grievance redressal
system, etc., to enable a comprehensive appraisal of the proposal by the concerned Sectoral
Expert Appraisal Committee and for implementation of a suitable Environment Management
Plan in this regard for which adequate financial and other resources shall be made available

by the Project Proponent and duly incorporated in the respective Environment Management

Plan .

3. This issues with the approval of Competent Authority.

(Rajeev Ranjan)

Scientist ‘E’/ Additional Director

Copy for kind information please &

1. The Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Room No. 101-A, South Block, New Delhi

2. The Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy, Govt. of India, Anushakti Bhavan,
Mumbai.

2. The Secretary, Ministry of Mines, New Delhi

3. The Chairman/Member Secretaries of all the Expert Appraisal Committees
4 The Chairman /Member Secretaries of all the SEIAAS/SEACS

5 The Chairman/Member Secretaries of all SPCBs /UTPCCs

6. The Deputy Director General of Forests (Central) of all ROs of MoEF&CC
7. All the Officers of .A Division

08 090"
(Rajeev Ranjan)

Scientist ‘E’/ Additional Director

Copy to:

1. PS to Hon'ble Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
2. PS to Hon'ble MoS (EF&CC)

3. PPS to the Secretary (EF&CC)

4. PPS to the AS (NPG)/AS (VVY)/AS (AG)

5. PPS to the JS (RA)

6. Website of MoEF&CC/ Guard file
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